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ABSTRACT . ^ , 

As part of the National Assessment of Eaucatloneu. 
Prog^-ess on reading, this volume reflects the theme of reference 
materials. .Divided into subthemes, the first requires t^e individual 
to know appropriate reference sources, since reference sources ar§ 
best utj.llzed when an individual knows which type of reference to 
consult for a specific kind of information. -The second subth^me 
requires the individual to use reference materials effectively, since 
once the appropriate source is located, an individual must l>e able to 
extract the desired information. In all but one exercise (j»Mch 
incorporated a real dlctioiiary) facsimiles of reference JKit^rlals 
were used. .In addition to introducing the theme, the ypliipe descriJses 
the results obtadned from the assessment. - (Sample exercises and 
charts do not reproduce well due to type size.). (HOD) 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEMES 



The results for the Year 02 assessment (Reading and Litera- 
ture) are the first to be reported by theme. Coneeptuallyf a 
theme defines a set of existing and potential exercises that re- 
late to eacl^ other in content or some central idea that is mean- 
ingful to the subject area of concern. This format allows pre- 
senting all relevant results for each theme in a single report. 
The eight Reading themes are described briefly at the end of this 
introduction . 

In Its broadest sense, "reading" can mean such diverse 
things as a fortune teller's "reading" tea leaves , one person 
"reading" another's facial expression and so on. National As- 
sessment is concerned with "reading" in a narrower sense — those 
"reading skills" usually taught in the schools — and the percent- 
ages of individuals who have attained those skills. 

In everyday life, people encounter such diverse types of 
reading materials as books, newspapers, reference works, direc- 
tions, sundry graphic materials and others. Many of these mate- 
rials can be read "on the surface" or "in depth." A person may 
simply glea|i.^i,i?plated facts from reading materials; or he may re- 
late these fa!cts to^Srecognize the central idea the facts support, 
draw complex inferences from the fact^ or criticize the content. 
^ In his essay, "Of Studies," Francis Bacon said. 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, 
and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some 
books are to be read only in parts; others to be read 
but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and 
with diligence and attention. . . Reading maketh a 
full man; . . .therefore, . . .if [a man] read little, 
he^iad need have much cunning, to seem to know that he 
doth not. 

Some types of reading materials, therefore, neither require 
nor merit *a deep, penetrating study that involves high level be- 
haviors. Extrapolating from the Bacon quotation, we might say 
that a "good" reader can, first of all, discriminate between 
those materials that are best read shallowly and those that re- 
quire, a reading. in depth. Then when he finds a work that needs 
- to be "chewed and digested," he is able to do so- effectively. A 
"poor" reader, on the other hand, can at best cope with the 
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"shallower" types of reading materials andlcan only muddle on the 
surface of more profound works. j 

The Reading themes represent both a variety of reading mate- 
rials and a variety of behaviors these materials require. They 
were developed by members of the National Assessment staff and 
reading specialists to cluster the Reading exercises into re- 
potting categories that are meaningful to lay persons, scholars 
and educators who are concerned with the reading skills of var- 
ious groups of young Americans.^ 

The themes are numbered — the lower numbers designating 
skills that are usually ^identified with early reading and the 
higher numbers designating high order skills. Successful per- 
formance on exercises in the higher numbered themes requires some 
of the abilities measured in the lower numbered themes in addi- 
tion to the higher order skill. This increasing complexity is 
apparent in the brief descriptions (below) of the Reading themes. 
A more detailed description Of each theme appears in Chapter 1 of 
the respective theme report. \ 

Theme 1: Understand Words and Word Relationships 

Since most reading materials contain words, any cognitive 
behavior toward them requires at a minimum that the reader be 
able to understand the meanings of words and how words relate^ to 
form a meaningful whole. Exercises in this theme are of three 
types. One type requires the individual to give the meaning of a 
word occurring in isolation; another type requires the individual 
to derive the meaning of a word from its contextual use; and a 
third type requires the individual to recognize when sets of 
words relate to form a meaningful v;hole. 

A person must be able to do more than merely recognize words 
and word relationships. In order to function adequately in 
everyday life, he must also be able to glean important facts from 
many types of materials. Themes 2-5 are all concerned yxth a 
person's ability to identify and extract significant factual in- 
formation, but they differ in the method used to present the fac- 
tual information. 



^See Chapter 3, General Information Yearbook (Report 02-GIY) . 
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Theme 2: Graphic* Materials 



Subtheme A: 
Subtheme B: 
Subtheme C: 
Subtheme D: 



Interpret drawings and pictures 
Read signs and labels 
Read charts, maps and graphs 
Read forms 



Theme 2 is characterized by materials using a variety of 
formats other than line-by-line narrative to convey their mes- 
sages. Graphic materials can be used alone in lieu of line-by- 
line narrative or can be used in conjunction with line-by-line 
narrative to clarify or augment its meaning. 



Theme 3: Written Directions 

Subtheme A: Understand written directions 
Subtheme B: Carry out written directions 

Directions are information-imparting materials that tell ho / 
to do something. The subtheme understand written directions re- 
quires only that an individual indicate that he could perform 
what the directions state, given the opportunity. The subtheme 
carry out written directions require^s the individual to actually 
perform what the directions state under circumstances that imply 
understanding as a prerequisite for adequate performance* 



Theme 4: Reference Materials 

Subtheme A: Know appropriate, reference sources 
Subtheme B: Use reference materials effectively 

In order to utilize information from reference materials, an 
individual must first know which type of reference to consult for 
a specific kind of information. This is the requirement of the 
subtheme know appropriate reference sources . Once the appro- 
priate source is located, an individual must be able to extract 
the desired information, that, is, use reference materials effec- 
tively . In all but one exercise—which incorporated a real dic- 
tionary—in the latter subtheme, facsimiles of reference mate- 
rials were used. 



Theme 5: Gleaning Significant Facts From Passages 

This theme requires the most concrete level of .behavior to- 
ward line-by-line narrative. Some exercises require the indi- 
vidual to extract certain facts while the passage is still avail- 
able to him for reference. Other exercises require the 
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individual to recall certain facts when the passage is no longer 
available. Still other exercises require the individual— to-dis- 
cern ways in which certain facts relate to each other. While all 
three types of exercises are concerned with facts, they require 
increasingly high levels of behavior* 

*** *** 

Only if a person can successfully glean important facts from 
the types of materials in Themes 2-5 is he able to function ade- 
quately in everyday life. A good reader, however, goes beyond 
just gleaning facts from materials. He is able to engage in 
higher levels of behavior toward the materials. These higher 
level behaviors are the topics of Themes 6-*8. Most of the exer«- 
cist^s involve line-by-line narrative, but- some represent mate- 
rials like those in Themes 2^ A. 



Theme 6: Main Ideas and Organization 

Identifying the main idea of a passage or discovering its 
organization requires a higher level of comprehension than merely 
gleaning the important facts. Seme exercises require the indi- 
vidual to identify the main idea being expressed in a passage 
either by suggesting an appropriate title or by identifying the 
point the author is attempting to make. Other exercises require 
the individual to identify the mode in which the author organizes 
the facts. 



Theme 7: Drawing Inferences 

Drawing inferences requires that an individual derive a con- 
clusion not explicitly stated in the passage but which logically 
might be expected on the basis of the organization of the passage 
and the infoannaation it contains. For some exercises, the indi- 
vidual needs only the information in the pasisage to derive a con- 
clusion; for others, however, he must also have some additional 
information based upon his prior experience. 



Theme 8: Critical Reading 

Critical reading requires from an individual the highest 
level of behavior— analysis and reasoning. In addition, it re- 
quires a reaction to or an opinion about the passage. Critical 
reading represents a deep interaction between author and reader 
that can lead to-^ an understanding that is greater than the con- 
tribution of either. 
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METHODS OF DESCRIBIHG THE DATA 



In order that the reader o£ this and other National Assess- 
ment reports be able to obtain the fullest benefit and meaning of 
the data we describe, we recooanend that the reader consult the 
General Information Yearl)0Ok (Report 02-GlY) . This Yearbook dis- 
closes the origin, purposes and goals of the National Assessment 
project and the philosophy of assessment as contrasted to stand- 
ardized testing* The Yearbook also presents the operational pro- 
cedures and methods we use to obtain, score, analyze and describe 
our data. He believe that this information is essential for the 
reader to obtain a full understanding of National Assessment data. 



Describing the t^ata 

He report results for four age levels (9, 13, 17 and young 
adult, 2 --35) . Hithin each age level actoss the nation as a 
whole (national level), we give results for fovu: regions of the 
country (Northeast, Southeast, Central and Hest) ; two sexes (male 
and female); two colors (Black and Hhite); four levels of pa- 
rental education (no high school, some high school, graduated 
from high school and post high school) ; and seven sizes and types 
of community for ages 9 and 13 and in-school age 17 (extreme 
inner city, extreme rural, small city, medium city, rest of big 
city, suburban fringe and extreme affluent suburb) . Type of com- 
munity information was not available for individuals in the out- 
of-school assessment (young adults and some 17-year-olds) . For 
this reason, we report for yoxmg adults, only the results for 
four sizes of community (big city, small place, medium city and 
urban fringe) . The size and type of community data reported for 
17-year-olds aoplies only to those enrolled in school at the time 
of assessment. J- 

Most exercises have answers that can be scored "correct" or 
"incorrect." Many others, however, while having answers that 
cannot be scored "correct" or "incorrect," have some best answer 
or most desirable answer. We use the term — percentage of success 
—to describe the proportion of individuals who gave the correct, 
best or most desirable answer to an exercise. He express a 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of these age levels and groups. 
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percentage of success for the nation as a whole (entire age 
level) and for each of these groups on each exercise. 

We then determine the difference between the percentage of 
success for each group and the percentage of success for the na* 
tlon as a whole, and the number we obtain Is called an effect. 
An effect Is expressed as the percentage of success for a group 
minus the percentage of success for the nation as a whole. For 
example: 

Northeast . National , Northeast 

% of Success ~ % of Success Effect 

A positive (greater than zero) effect means that a larger 
percentage of Individuals In a group gave an acceptable answer to 
an exercise than did so In the nation as a whole. For exanqple. 
If 74% of 13-year-olds In the Northeast gave an acceptable answer, 
but only 68% of the 13-year-olds In the nation as a whole gave an 
acceptable answer, the Northeast effect for 13-year- /ds would be 

Northeast . National . Northeast 

% of Success % of Success Effect 

74% - 68% « 6% 

A negative (less than zero) effect means that a smaller per- 
centage of individuals In a group gave an acceptable answer to an 
exercise than uld so in the nation as a whole. For example. If 
52% of 9-year-olds In the West gave an acceptable answer but 60% 
of 9-year-olds in the nat on as a whole gave an acceptaLle answer, 
the West effect for 9-year-olds would be 

West National west 

% of Success ~ % of Success " Effect 

52% - 60% « -8% 



Limitations of the Data 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress was created 
to provide data regarding the educational achievemtints of various 
groups of young /mericans in 10 subject areas. ^ Within the 



^Art, Career and Occupational Develo^ent, Citizenship, Literature, 
Mathematics, Music, Reading, Science, Social Studies and Writing. 



limits of error due to measurement ^ and sampling error the data 
presented in National Assessment reports accurately describe the 
educational achievements of these groups as they exist in the 
real world. , Tbe.se data portray the problems facing education — 
improving the educational achievements of various groups of stu- 
dents • 

Although we refer to the observed difference between an a- 
chievement for a grdup and that for the nation as a whole as a 
group effects we do not imply a cause-effect relationship between 
membership in a group and that group Vs level of achievement. Our 
use of the term effect derives solely from a statistical usage. 
National Assessment is not intended to provide reasons for dif- 
ferences if they exist. Many factors can and frequently do af- 
fect the educational achievements of members of various groups. 
Consider f for example ^ a hypothetical group whose achievement is 
well above the national level. Most members of the group may at- 
tend schools that have excellent physical facilities and high 
quality faculties ^ belong to high social-economic families f have 
many reading m&terials available in the home^ be encouraged by 
their parents and so on. All these factors — rand others — could 
contribute to the group's high level of ' achievement while member- 
ship in the group itself may contribute very little or nothing. 
We, simply cannot assess some of these contributing factors di- 
rectly. Some of these factors are points of sensitivity to var- 
ious groups. The infoinnaation necessary to assess certain factors 
is often not obtainable (for example > younger children may not 
know the information) . Other factors may not yet have been iden- 
tified. The factors we assess "stand in" for many other factors 
that can and do influence educational achievement andf therefore ^ 
reflect different levels of achievement among groups. 

The name of a group is merely a categorical label. There- 
fore ^ the characteristic (s) indicated by a group's name must not 



Measurement error stems from three basic sources: (1) the meas- 
uring instrument ; for example ^ instructions - may be misleading or 
questions may loe vaguely phrased or contain a tipof f to the cor- 
rect answer; (2) the examinee ; for example ^ may be emotionally 
upset f physically ill or handicapped or lack motivation; and 
(3) the measurement situation ; for example ^ temperature and 
lighting conditions, noise level, pleasantness of surroundings 
and the test administrator. 

^When data are obtained from samples of entire populations, it is 
improbable that the numbers we obtain are exactly the same as we 
would have obtained from the entire population. See the General 
Infoinnation Yearbook , Chapter 10 and Appendix C (Report 02-GIY) 
for a discussion of sampling error and standard error. 



xi 



be construed as necessarily being the cause or even as being a 
cause for the high or low achievement of that group compared to 
the national level. Often ^ a disproportionately large percentage 
of members of a group of interest are also members of particular 
groups defined by other factors r all these factors may contribute 
to the group's high (or low) level of achievement. 

The aim of National Assessment is to describe the educa- 
tional achievements of entire groups y that is^ populations. 
While we do not obtain data from all members of any group ^ we ob- 
tain data f rom^ carefully selected representative samples . Even 
data obtained in this way^ however r are subject to error. Be- 
cause of this error f the group effects we observe in the sample 
data will not be exactly the same as they would be if we were to 
assess all members of the group. We use statistical procedures 
to determine the probable extent of this sampling error. 

Our major concern is with the direction of population ef- 
fects. When we look at each sample effect y therefore y we need to 
ask^ "Is this sample effect large enough that we can be reason- 
ably certain that the direction of the population effect is the 
same as that of the sample effect?" When the size of a sample 
effect is at least two times as large as its standard error f the 
probability is at most 5% that an effect this large or larger . 
would be obtained from a sample if no. real population effect in 
that direction existed. We call such effects reliable and indi- 
cate them on exhibits with asterisks (*) to show that the indi- 
cated direction is reasonably certain for the population effect. 

Reasonable certainty of direction is often not the same as 
a sample effects' being large enough for the corresponding -popu- 
lation effect to be of practical importance . This must be judged 
by the user. In making such judgments about sample effects f how- 
ever, the .user must pay attention to their reliability. If a 
sample' effect is not reliable — if we cannot be reasonably certain 
that it has the same direction as the corresponding population 
effect , we cannot place much weight on its size even if we would 
judge its size and direction quite important knowing, this value 
to be the population effect. 



Summarizing the Data 

In summarizing the data for a group , we talk of the group *s 
overall behavior and certain specific behaviors . An overall be- 
havior is represented numerically by the group's median effect 
and reflects its relative performance as a whole on a theme. A 
specific behavior is represented numerically , by a group's effect 
on a given exercise (or part of an exercise) and reflects its 
relative performance only on that exercise (or part) . Summary 
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Summary statements about a group's overall behavior are derived 
from the group's specific effects on the individual exercises in 
a theme; however ^ it is often the case that such general state- 
ments about oyerall behavior do not adequately describe some of 
the specific effects. Therefore^ caution must be exercised when 
applying summary statements to individual exercises. Summary 
statements describe a group's overall behavior on a set of exer- 
cises, that is^ the behavior we would expect from the group based 
on the data at hand. In addition to describing each group's 
overall behavior, we also indicate those exercises on which each 
group behaved differently than we would expect relative to its 
own overall or median level. ^ 

In sxammarizing the data for a theme, we would like to make a 
single statement that describes each group's overall behavior 
relative to the national leval. One suitable number that des- 
cribes such overall behavior is the group's median effect. It 
tells where the center of the distribution of a group's effects 
is located, that is, half the effects are above and half below 
the median value. However, it could be misleading to say that a 
group's overall behavior is above or below the national level 
simply because its median effect is above or below the national 
level. A group whose median effect is close to the national 
level (for example, 0.2) probably behaved more like than very 
different from the national level on the given set of exercises 
(theme) . 

We stated above that we could place little weight on unreli- 
able effects. However, if a large enough proportion of a group's 
effects — even if none are reliable — occur either above or: below 
the national level, we, have an indication that the group's 
overall behavior tends to be above or below the national level. 
If, in addition to having a large proportion of its effects oc- 
curring in one direction, a group has many reliable effects, we 
have an indication that the group's overall behavior differs more 
strongly from the national level. We have adopted the following 
rules to describe when a group's overall behavior (1) tends to be 
about the same as the national level, (2) tends to be different 
(differs weakly) from the national level or (3) is characteristi- 
cally different, (differs strongly) from the national level. 

1. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be 
about the same as the national level if fewer than 



^A median is the point in an ordered set of values below which 
50% of the values occur. For a more complete description of the 
median, see the General Information Yearbook , Appendix E (Report 
02-GIY) . " 
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75% of its effects occur either above or below the 
national level. In other words^ if a group's 
upper quartile^ effect is positive (greater than 
zero) and the lower quartile^ effect is negative 
(less than zero) ^ the group's overall behavior 
tends to be about the same as the national 
level . 

2a. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be 
above the national level if at least 75% of its 
effects are positive. In other words ^ if a group's 
lower quartile effect is positive^ the group's 
overall behavior tends to be above the national 
level . 

2b. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be 
below the national level if at, least 75% of its 
effects are negative. In other words ^ if a group's 
upper quartile effect is negative, the group's 
overall behavior tends to be below the national 
level. 

3a. A group's overall behavior on a theme is charac- 
ter i St ical ly above the national level if at least 
75% of its effects are positive and if more than 
50% of its effects are reliably greater than zero. 

3b. A group's overall behavior on a theme is charac- 
teristically below the national level if at least 
75% of its effects are negative and if more than 
50% of its effects are reliably less than zero. 

Both directional tendencies and d^irectional characteristics 
provide a means of comparing each group's overall behavior with 
the national level. They do not tell us, however, on which exer- 
cises a group behaves quite differently than we would expect on 
the basis of its overall behavior. 



^The lower quartile is the point in an ordered set of values 
below which 25% of the values occur. The upper quartile is the 
point in an ordered set of values below which 75% of the values 
occur. For a more complete description of the quartiles, see the 
General Information Yearbook , Appendix E (Report 02-GIY) . 



xiv 



Atypical Group Behaviors 



In addition to describing each group's overall behavior 
relative to the national level, we describe each group's specific 
behaviors relative to its own overall leyel of behavior. As v;e 
stated earlier, a suitable number that describes a group's 
overall behavior is its median effect. Note on Exhibit M-1 how a 
group's effects distribute around the median point. An arrow {-^) 
indicates the location of the median point of each distribution. 
For many groups, some effects stand notably apart from most of 
those in the distribution. We can think of these outstanding ef- 
fects as representing a group's atypical behaviors, that is, the 
group's specific effects that differ markedly from its overall 
behavior (or median level) . We have adopted the following rule 
to identify those exercises on which a group exhibits atypical 
behavior . 

If an effect for a •given exercise departs from the median 
effect by an amount at least two and one half times as large as 
the pooled standard error 7 of all the group's effects for a given 
set of exercises (theme), the group's behavior on that exercise 
is atypical . Again, look at the example exhibit (M-1). The zero 
line ifi) represents the national level of behavior. An effect is 
represented by a box with an X ( (xj ) unless it is atypical. An 
atypical effect is represented by an open box (□). 

If a group's overall behavior has no directional tendency, 
that is, if it tends to be about the same as the national level, 
it suffices to say that an atypical behavior is high or low for 
that group. See, for example, the distribution of effects for 
the small city group (SC) on Exhibit M-1. 

On the other hand, if a group's overall behavior has either 
a directional tendency or a directional characteristic above the 
national level, or if a group's overall behavior has either a 
directional tendency or a directional characteristic below the 
national level; it is not sufficient to say that a group ' s atyp- 
ical behavior is simply high or low. Consider, for example, the 
distributions for two groups from Exhibit M-l. The overall be- 
havior for the no high school (NHS) parental education group is 
characteristically below the national level, and the overall be- 
havior for the post high school (PHS) group is characteristically 



'Chapter 10 and Appendix C of the General Information Yearbook 
(Report 02-GIY) discuss the meaning and use of the standard 
error. Appendix C gives the formula for the pooled standard 
error we use. 
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Exhibit M-1 
Exsmiple Distributions of Effects 



Parental 
Education 



Size and Type of 
Community 
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KEYS: 



Region 

SE Southeast 
W West 
C Central 
KE Northeast 

Sex 

M Male 
F Female 

Color 

B Black 
W White 

Parental Education 

NHS No High Cchool 

SHS Some High ' School 

GHS Graduated from High School 

PHS Post High School 

Size and Type of Community (STOC) 

EIC Extreme Inner City 

ER Extreme Rural 

SC ^^alL City 

MC ^ffedium City 

RBC Rest of Big City 

SF Suburban Fringe 

EAS - Extreme Affluent Suburb 

Size of Community (SOC) 

BC Big City 

SP Smaller Places 

MC Medium City 

UP Urban Fringe 



/ 



above the national level. The atypical ly lov/ behaviors of the 
NHS group are even farther from the national level than its own 
median level' while the atypically low behaviors of the PHS group 
would be closer to the national level than its own median level. 
Conversely, the atypically high behaviors of the PHS group are 
even further from the national level than its own median level 
while the atypically high behaviors of the NHS group are closer 
to the national level than its own median level. 

It seems logical that we consider together (1) those atyp- 
ical behaviors that are farther from the national level than a 
group's own median level and (2) those atypical behaviors that 
are closer to ^ the national level than a group's own median level. 

In summary, in the age level chapters (3, 4, 5 and 6), we 
give particular attention to those exercises on which each group 
had atypical behaviors. If a group's overall behavior has no 
directional tendency, we describe the group's overall behaviors 
as being either high or low. If a group's overall behavior has 
a directional tendency or a directional characteristic, we des- 
cribe the group's atypical behaviors as farther from or closer to 
the national level than the group's own median level. 



^An atypical effect (or behavior) described as closer to the na- 
tional level most often is less extreme in the same direction as 
a group's tendency or characteristic. It sometimes happens, how- 
ever, that a "closer to" atypical behavior occurs in the opposite 
direction from the national level as the group's median level. 
We use the single term, closer to , to describe all atypical be- 
haviors that depart. from a group's median level in the direction 
of the national level. 
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CHAPTER 1 



THEME 4: REFERENCE MATERIALS 



Reference materials are unique in that they are organized to 
facilitate retrieval of specific types of information. By the 
same token ^ an individual is usually seeking a specific kind of 
information when he "reads" or uses reference materials. The 
process of gleaning information from reference materials is 
regarded as a study skill. In this lights the process of glean- 
ing information from written directions (Theme 3) and from charts ^ 
maps and graphs (Subtheme 2C) can be regarded as a study skill; 
and these materials can be regarded as types of reference materials 

Besides understanding words and word relationships, in order 
for an individual to utilize reference materials effectively, he 
must first know what reference source to use. Once he has located 
the proper source, he must know how to locate the specific infor- 
mation he is seeking. The exercises in Theme 4 are divided into 
two subthemes on this basis. 

A. Know appropriate reference sources. 

B. Use reference materials effectively. 

Subtheme A requires that the reader know the kinds of infor- 
mation contained in various reference sources. An exercise in 
this subtheme typically asks, "In which of the following would . 
you look to find ?" 

Exercises in Subtheme B generally consist of a"^ facsimile of 
a reference source from which an individual is required to extract 
certain bits of information. 

In everyday life, individuals frequently need .to obtain 
certain specific kinds of informatioh. [Therefore, a good working 
knowledge of reference sources and a proficiency in gleaning this 
information from them is one of several necessary reading skills, 
but it is not sufficient for adequate functioning in everyday 
life, since people must cope with still other types of reading 
materials. 



CHAPTER 2 



SUMMARY OP RESULTS 



In summarizing the data for Theme 4; Reference Materials, we 
compare the overall performance the various groups to the 
national level on the set of exercises representing Theme 4. An 
overall performance represents the behavior we would expect, on 
the basis of the data at hand, from a given group on reference 
materials. 

Exhibit 2-1 shows the median group effects at each age level. 
Exhibit 2-2 shows the directional tendencies and the directional 
characteristics^ of the overall group behaviors represented by 
the median effects. 

1. A zero (0) indicates that a group's overall behavior 
terK[F"to be about the same as the national level. 

2a. A plus sign (+) indicates that a group's overall 
behavior tends to be above the national level. 

2b. A minus sign (-) indicates that a group's overall 
. behavior tends to be below the national le^^el. 

3a. A double plus sign (++) indicates that a group's 
overall behavior is characteristically above the 
national level. 

3b. A double minus sign (— ) indicates that a group's 
overall behavior is characteristically bel ow the 
national level. 



^These terms are defined in Methods of Describing the Data, i 
section Summarizing the Data. 




ERIC 



EXHIBIT 2-1 



Median Group Effects at Each Age Level 



Age Level 

No. o£ Effects 


9 

(17) 


13 
(26) 


17 
(22) 


Adult 
(7) 


Region 










Southeast 




-4.8 


-7.4 


-8.1 


West 




0.4 


0.2 


1.5 


Central 


3.1 


2.6 


3.5 


3.0 


Northeast 


2.3 


2.1 


2.5 


2.5 


Sex 










Male 


-2.2 


-2.9 


-1.4 


-0.6 


Female 


2.2 


3.0 


1.4 


0.6 


Color 


.. . , 








Black 


-14.9 


-16.3 


-21.6 


-18.5 


White 


2.7 


2.8 


2.9 


2.3 


Parental Education 










No High School. 


-9.9 


-13.4 


-14.2 


-5.4 


Some High School 


-2.8 


-5.0 


-6.5 


-1.7 


Graduated High School 


1.7 


0.8 


0.6 


2.8 


Post High School 


7.2 


7.2 


6.3 


7.6 


Size and Type of Community* 






-7.8 




Extreme Inner City 


-14.9 


-7.1 




Extreme Rural 


-8.2 


-4.7 


-3.4 




Small City 


-1.6 


-1.2 


-2.4 




Medium City 


0.2 


1.0 


0.4 




Rest of Big City 


0.6 . 


-1.5 


-2.5 




Suburban Fringe 


5.3 


2.8 


2.5 




Extreme Affluent Suburb 


9.1 


5.7 


7.6 





Size of Community 
Big City 
Small Place 
Medium City 
Urban Fringe 



-2.8 
-0.2 
-0.1 
2.2 



♦Type of community information was not available for out-of-school 
individuals (young adults and some 17-year-olds). Size and type 
of community meclian effects at age 17 apply only to those in 
school. 



EXHIBIT 2-2 

Directional Tendencies and Directional Characteristics 

Age Level 9 13 17 Adult 

Region 
Southeast 

West 0 0 0 -h 

Central -h 4* 44 4 

Northeast + 4. x . 

Sex 

Male — — 0 

Female ++ ++ ++ q 

Color 
Black 

White ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Parental Education 
No High School 

Some High School - — • 

Graduated High School + 0 + 4. 

Post High School " ++ ++ ++ ++ 

Size and Type of Community* 
Extreme Inner City 

Extreme Rural « ^ ^ 

Small City 0 0- 

Medium City 0 0 0 

Rest of Big City + • + 

Suburban Fringe + 0 + 

Extreme Affluent Suburb ++ ++ ++ 

Size of Community 
Big City 

Small Place 0 
Medixim City 0 
Urban Fringe -i- 



*Type of community information was not available for out-of-school 
individuals (young adults and some 17-year-olds) . Size and type 
of community median effects at age 17 apply only to those in 
school • 



CHAPTER 3 



RESULTS FOR AGE 9 



The 9<-year-old8 participating in the 1970^71 Reading assess- 
ment were born during the calendar year 1961. About i:hree fourths 
of them were enrolled in the fourth grade at the time of the 
assessment, and most of the remainder were enrolled in the third 
grade # 

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the 
Theme 4 exercises, then we indicate those exercises on which the 
group's performance differs atypically from the group's median 
level* Finally, we present each released exercise and an exhibit 
showing the results for each group on that exercise* 

Seventeen specific effects (behaviors) on reference materials 
are summarized at age 9. Ten of these represent released exer-* 
cises and are described in detail. The other seven behaviors 
represent unreleased exercises to be used in future assessments. 
Exhibit 3-*l s^ows the distribution of the 17 effects representing 
Thane 4 for each group relative to the national level indicated 
by the line. Each group's median level is indicated by an 
arrow i-^) . Each specific behavior is represented by a box with 
an X ( GQ ) unless it differs atypically from the group's median 
level; then it is represented by an open box ( □ ) • 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be above (*f) or tending to be below (-) , or as characteristic 
cally above (*f-9-) or characteristically below ( — ) the national 
level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically 
farther from the national level than is the group's median level 
or (2) atypically closer to ^ the national level. 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be about the same as the national level (0) , a specific behavior 



^An atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to 
the national level may be (1) less extreme in the same direction 
as the group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur 
in the opposite direction from the national level as the group's 
median level. 




EXHIBIT 3-lB 
Distribution of Effects for Age 9 

Parental Size and Type of 

Education Community 




Median -9.9^ 1.7 -14.9 -1.6 0.6 9.1 

Effect 

-2.8 7.2 -8.2 0.2 5.3 



for that group can be atypical ly high or low relative to the group •s 
median level. 



Region 

With a median effect of -4.9^ Southeast 9-year-olds had an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
They had no atypical behaviors. 

Western 9-year-olds had a median effect of -3.0 and an over- 
all behavior that tended to be below the national level. They 
had no atypical behaviors. 

Central and Northeastern 9-year-olds had median effects of 
3.1 and 2.3, respectively. The overall behavipr of both groups 
tended to be above the national level. The Central group had no 
atypical behayiorSf but the Northeastern group performed atypi- 
cally farther from the national level on Exercise R408 th^t 
required knowing that an encyclopedia is the best source to find 
out about windmills. 



Sex 

While boys had a median effect of -2.2 and an overall behavior 
characteristically below the national levels girls had a median 
effect of 2.2 and an overall behavior characteristically above 
the national level. However ^ both boys and girls performed atypi- 
cally closer to the national ievel on Exercise R41302 that 
required detecting from a TV Guide that they could not watch an 
entire zoo program if they watched the entire movie because they 
overlapped in timing. 



Color 

While Black ,9-yea^-olds had a median effect of -14.9 and an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national levels 
White 9-year-olds had a median effect of 2.7 and an overall 
behavior characteristically above the national level.. Both groups r 
however f performed atypically farther from the national level on 
an unreleased exercise (U410) that required them to recognize 
which of several reference sources they should use to find out 
about ,th*=* Declaration of Independence. Blacks also performed 
atypically farther from the national level on a released exercise 
(R408) that required recognizing the encyclopedia as the best 
source* to^-find out about windmills. 
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Parental Education^ 



The no high school group had a median effect of -9.9 and an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise R41303 that required determining from a TV Guide that 
the reason no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. 
was that the baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m. 

With a median effect of -2.8^ the some high school group had 
an overall behavior that tended to be below the national level. 
They ^performed atypically farther from* the national level on 
Exercise U410 that required them to recognize in which of several 
sources they could find out about the Declaration of Independence. 

With a median effect of 1.7^ the graduated from high school 
group had an overall behavior tending to be above the national 
level. They had no atypical behaviors. 

The post high school group had a median effect of 7. -2 and an 
overall behavior characteristically above the national level. 
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise R408 that required recognizing the encyclopedia as the 
best source to find out about windmills and on Exercise U4 10- that 
required recognizing in which of several sources to find out about 
the Declaration of Independence. However ^ they performed atypi- 
cally closer to the national level on another unreleased exercise 
(U404) that required recognizing which of several depicted sources 
would give the meaning of words. 



Size and Type of Community ^ 

With a median effect of -14.9 ^ the extreme inner city group 
had an overall behavior characteristically below the national 
level. They had no atypical behaviors. 

The extreme rural group had a median effect of -8.2 and an 
overall behavior tending to be below the national level. However^ 
they performed atypically closer to the national level on Exer- 
cise R411 that required recognizing that in a telephone directory, 
Jones would be listed between Johnson and Judson. 



^ See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 

^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the size and type of community groups. 
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The small city, medium city and rest of big city groups had 
median effects of -1.6, 0.2 and 0.6, respectively. All three 
groups had overall behaviors that tended to be about the same as 
the national level. None of the groups had any atypical behaviors. 

The suburban fringe group had a median effect of 5.3 and an 
overall behavior that tended to be above the national level. 
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise R411 (Jones in telephone directory) . 

With a median effect of 9.1, the extreme affluent suburb 
group had an overall behavior characteristically above the national 
level. They had no atypical behaviors. 

' *** *** 



The data for each released exercise representing reference 
materials are presented in the following manner. The upper part 
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then 
the exercise is shown as it appeared to the respondent except 
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of 9-year- 
olds choosing each answer is also shown. ^ 

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each 
group both tabular ly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically 
(horizontal bars) . The second column of figures on the left side 
of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks 
(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national 
percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically. 
Note the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the 
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each 
group percentage of success with the national percentage of 
success. 

The right page again gives the exercise number and age level. 
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the 
exercise was written and a brief description of the exercise with 
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate. 
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RELEASED EXERCISES 
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1 

I 



Exercise 406 — Age 9 



N«t*l % 

Choosing ^ 
Each Answer 

48,4% 

10.01 

20.3% 

9.0% 

9.3% 



Whst is the BEST wey to find out if there is some- 
thing about Eskixaos in e book? 



Look in the index. 

Look in the glossary. 
O Look at the title page. 
O Look through all the pages. 
O Skin through the introduction. 



ERIC 



2.9% 
0.2% 



O X don't know. 
No response 



106 12 3/1 ^-^I'THOeon R0030<»90 



9 13 

nktlOnkt AltD SB03P PEBCBNTAGES OP SOCCESS 



« OF GPOOP 



33.0 
119. « 
51.1 
52.9 



(16.6 
50.1 



30. « 
51.8 



S2.1 
»1.<» 
46.3 
58.0 



25.0 
17.8 
51.' 
46.8 
46.9 
54.9 
57.5 



-10. 3« 
1.0 
2.9 

, 4.5 



-1.7 
1.7 



-17.9* 
3.«* 



-6.3 
-6^5 
-2.1 



-23. *• 
-10.6* 
3.3 
-1.6 
-1.5 
6.5 
9.1 



RKTIOWKL 



£Q1QE 



Southeast 
vest 
Central 
northeast 



»ale 
Female 



Black 
vhite 



Ko High School 
Sdmf» High School 
Graaoatei High Sch. 
Post HlQh school 

Extreme inner City 
Bxtrene aurtl 
Small Citr 
nedion cit7 
KAst Of Big citr 

Sobarban Fringe 
Extreme Aff So bur h 



20 



PEICENTAGE OF SOCCESS 
40 50 60 

♦ ♦ 4 

••••••••••f 
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Exercise 406 — Age 9 



Overlaps: Age 13 

Objective III: Use what is read* 
• Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently* 



While this exercise .asks for the best way to find out if 
there is something about Eskimos (not necessarily as the main . 
topic) in a book,. the question could be generalized to any topic. 
Only 48% of 9-year-olds correctly responded "Look in the index," 
The answer, "Look at the title page," attracted twice as many 
responses as the other incorrect answers, A book containing 
"something about Eskimos" might have the word "Eskimo" or some 
other indicator in the title, out not necessarily. 
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Exercise 408 — Age 9 

Read the question and fill in the oval beside the correct answer. 

Mat'l % If you had to tell your class about windmills, which 

Choosing of these would be the BEST book to use? 
Each Answer 



S.8I 


o 


An atlas 


26.2% 


o 


A dictionary 


57.4% 




An encyclopedia 


3.8% 


o 


The Yellow Pa9e8 in the telephone book 


6.2% 




I don*t knoi»'. 


0.5% 




Mo response 



"^OJ 03 3/1 03*X«»08013 ROOIOO'lO 



9 13 

N&TIOHA^, AND GSOUP PCRCENTAGES OP SUCCESS 



% OP 



GROUP 



57. H 




47.6 
«?0.4 
6^.1 
6<>.5 


-9.8* 
-7.0* 
4.7 
9. 1* 


56.7 
,5«.2 


-0.8 
0.8 


36.5 
«1 .7 


-21.0* 
4.2* 


(|«.1 

5'J.e 
71.3 


-13.3* 
-4.7 
-2.8 
13.9* 


19.9 
49.0 
51.9 
55.4 
60. 3 
55.0 
75.5 


-17.5* 
-8.5 
-5.6- 
-2.1 
2.9 
7.6* 
18.0* 



lASIASil 5fi22E 



m 



COLOR 



Southeast 
Vest 
Central 
•lortheast 



nale 
?emale 



81ack 
Hhlte 



»o"Hlgh School 
Some High school 
Graduated High sch. 
Post High School 

Extreme Inner city 
Extreme Rural 
Small Cltr 
teaiuai City 
Rest Of 81g City 
suburban fringe 
Extreme Jtff Suburb 



PERCENTAGE OP SUCCESS 

0 20 30 40 50 60 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ 
•••••••*•••••••#•••••••••••••«•«•««« ««f 



80 



• ««•••««•• •«•««« 

•••••••••••••••••«••••• 

«*••••«•«•••••««••««•«• 

•••«••••««••••«• «••••• 



•••••••••••••••••««««««««••••••••• 



••••••••••««•««««««••••••••««« 



•«•••«•••••••••««««««««««««««••««««« 

• «•••••••«•••••««««««««« «««««••««««• 

•••••••••••*•••••««•««««•««*«•«««««« 



«««««••••••••••••«•«•«••••••••«« 

««««««•••••••««••«««•«««•••«««««««« 

««««««••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• ««•«««•««««•••«««•««««««•«««««««««: 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••> 

«««««•«•«•••••••«•••••««*•••«•«*••• 

««««««««««««•««««««•«««« 



«««« 
«««««« 



••••••••• 



«••••«• 



««•«««««««« 



•«•««« 

««««««««««•«««««««««««««« 
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Exercise 408 — Age 9 

Overlaps: Age 13 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



On this exercise, 9-year-olds had to select the best refer- 
ence source where they might find information about windmills. 
Fifty-seven percent of them correctly said an encyclopedia, but 
nearly half that many (26%) said a dictionary. A di«tionary 
would give information about windmills in the sense of defini- 
tions but not as thorough as that in' an encyclopedia. Perhaps 
some 9-year-olds do not know what an encyclopedia is. 
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tXMTClM 409 — Ag* 9 



I KMd tbm qusstion and fill in th« oval b««id« thm correct antw«r. 

1 NAt*l % If y<m<lik« books which •rm NOT tbout p»opl*,\hieh 

i Choosing on« of th« following would you rsad? 

j Each Answsr 

♦ 4.t% O Ths J*gf Msn 

! 4.1% Johnny Tr— ins 

i 73.3% A All sbout glsphsnts 

j 11.7% O Who's in Chsrqs of Lincoln? 

i 

5.7% O X don't know. 
0.5% No rssponss 



W08 03 3/1 03*X»09011 ^lOOOORO 



9 13 



ERIC 



nmoKU. ktv Gioo? peictmoEs or soccsss 



^ OF G300P 



73.3 




61.2 


-5.1* 


73.5 


0.2 


•>2.« 


-0.8 


77.5 


• .2» 


71.1 


-2,2 


75. a 




58.6 


-n.6» 


75.8 


2.5* 


63. S 


-0.7* 


73.7 


0.1 


71. » 


0.2 


7<).9 


6.7* 


55.1 


-18.2* 


60. ft 


-12.8* 


72.1 


-1.2 


75.fi 


2.5 


30.5 


7.2* 


78.6 


5.3 


77.5 


1.2 



K&TXO^U 



SOOtbSASt 

Wsst 

Csntrsl 
^orthsist 



HAlS 
FSMlS 



Black 



vo Kigk school 
Sons High School 
Grtduatsd High Sch* 
Post High School 

2I-22M2HI11 

Sttrens Inner City 
Sxtrsns Snrsl 
SMAll City 
Isdiuii City 
Best Of Big City 
Sabarbtn Prings 
«xtcs«s &ff suburb 



PEBCBBncB or soccess 

10 20 30 to 50 60 

♦ ♦ ♦ 4 ♦ ♦ 



70 



90 



100 
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Exercise 409 — Age 9 



Overlaps: Age 13 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read* 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and **read between the lines** where 

necessary. 



Seventythree percent of 9-year-olds were able to say that 
if they wanted to read a book NOT about people, they would tead 
All about Elephants 1 



I 



ExACciM 411 Ag* 9 



Yott want to caU Mr. Jon«s on th« t«Uphon«« You look in th^ 
t«Uphon« book for hit nui»b«r, you vouU find it b«twt«n %rhieh 
naiMt? 



chootinv 
Xach Aniw«r 

2«ll 

2&«0I 
<2«SI 
3«0I 



O 

o 
o 



JAckton and J«cobt 

jACobt And JftiMS 

Jams «nd Johnvon 
Johnfon and Judton 
Judton And Justus 



••41 

1«2I 



X don't know. 
No r«tponM 



t49 08 ?/1 0«*K»tton ROOSOOIO 
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KATZOHM AMO 91t0» rCICUTkCCS Or S0CC3SS 



51,2 



S0,0 



«2.3 
73,1 



«1,S 
66,t 

62.6 

7S,9 
73,0 



-6,a» 

•2,6 



-•,3* 



-12, 5« 
2.7» 



-20.2* 
.-0,1 
5,2« 
10. 6* 



-?1,0* 
«.0 
-S,1* 
0.11 
-0,6 
13.II* 
10.5* 



^sicsnnci Of soccKSs 

0 10 20 30 «0 50 «0 70 

MkTXO«AL % • ••f 

I 

SOtttllMtt I 

V«St • I 

Central • •••• 

5tortli«tst 

m ! 

ttaU • I 

I 

•lack •••• I 

vutt « 
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Exercise 411 — Age 9 



Overlaps: Age 13 

Objective III: Use what is read* 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently • 



Here is an exercise on locking up a name in the telephone 
directory* This particular task requires being able tc alpha- 
betize to at least the third letter in the names* Since the 
third ^and fourth answers %*re directed at the name Johnson, 9-year- 
olds had to recognize that Jon* « •as in Jones comes after Joh«««as 
in Johnson r not ahead of it* Sixty- three percent succeeded, but 
20% said Jones would be between James and Johnson* Apparently, 
they did not carry their alphabetization far enough* 
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Exercise 412 — Age 9 

Overlaps: Ages 13^ 17 and Adult 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information elf f iciently. 



For this exercise^ 9-year-olds were given an actual :5 let ion 
ary and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On 
part 41203 f 91% could give at least three words listed on page 
15. On part 41204^ however^ only 53% cx)uld give the last word 
(python) defined in the "P" section. On part 41205^ 93% could 
give the number of the last page in the book. On part 41206 ^ 
71% could give the number of the page where they could find out 
what the word "bake" means. On part 41207^ 65% could give the 
words ^defined just before and just after "house." Thirty-nin6 
percent were correct on all five parts (41208). The exhibit on 
the opposite page pertains to the percentages of 9-year-olds in 
the various groups who were correct on all five parts. 
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£xercite 413 



Age 9 



ERIC 
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(Give the student a copy of the TV schedule* and v to him, 
"Here is part of a TV guide you might find in a >paper. After 
you have read it, I will ask you some questions ^uout it. You 
may look at the schedule as many times as is necessary to answer 
the questions.*} 

2:00 p.m. ^ [2] Super Mutt - Cartoons 



^popular music of local groups. 
(Read the questions to the student and record his answers.) 
41301 

Which program is being run for at least a second time? 



'Adapted from TV Guide 



Magazine, with permission. 
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N«t'X % If you vatched the entire movie, could you 

Choosing also see the entire program about the San 

Each Answer Diego Zoo? 
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48.0% • NO 
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^> I don't knov. 
No response 



mi 02 VI 02*Ti»13020 B10300R0 



9 13 17 » 

K»TI01»L »JID GBOOP PSBCEHTAGRS OF SUCCESS 



% Of GROOP 



PKBCENTAGE OP SOCCESS 
40 50 ' 60 



«I7.1 
51.2 
50. Q 



M.I 
96.9 



49.9 



QO.O 
48.1 
49. Q 
SI. 4 



42.1 
36.7 
45.2 
45.4 
57.6 
51.7 
S9.6 



-6.6» 
-0.8 
3.1 
2.3 



1.1 
-1.2 



-11. 6» 
1.8» 



-8.0* 
0.3 
1.3 
3.4 



-6.0 
-11.3* 

-2.8 

-2.7 
9.6* 
3.6 

10.5* 



COiOR 



sontheast 
vest 
Central 
xorttieast 



nale 
Pena le 



Blade 
White 



NO^Hi^h School 

some Hioh School 
Graduate'l High Sch. 
Post High School 

OF ,COjl Hq!II TT 

Extreme inner City 
Eztrene atirsl 
Small City 
Redium City 
Rest Of Big City 
<>tibtirban Fringe 
Extreme Kit Suburb 



41909 



Why i« thf no ntw program litt*d on Chtnntl 4 
beginning 9t 3x00 p.m.? 

44.0% /^gf/g^^^^f^^ A^y^^ /y^ir/ <^:^ ri.^. 



irll 02 6/1 01-X«nO30 ^1030030 9 13 17 I 

SATIOOL ASD GlOOP .PStCB«TAGFS OF S0CC2SS 
5 Of CROOP PStCBKTAGF OP SOCCBSS 

S£CC^SS JtllKI »»5IiS15 , gaogp 

0 10 20 30 «0 50 60 70 80 90 

««.o — smooi •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f 

15.0 -8.0* Soathetst •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• | 

39. S -t.6 ii«Yt I 

«.7 5.7- CentctI f««««» 

•7.4 3.6 portheast •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f»«» 

I 

I 

521 I 
•3.? -0.1 n%i« - t 

0.2 P«n«l« •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••^ 

I 

2X.f) -15.1- Bltck I 

«7.0 3.0* White 

I 

£1252141-520231122 I 
22. J -21. 7" vo High school ••••••••••••••••••• | 

dS.? 1.2 som »igh school •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f • 

«I2.0 -2.1 Gctdttttcd High Ssh. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••| 

51.9 7.6" Post Nigh school •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f •••••• 

or CO'IHOHITT I 

3«.1 -10. C- Bxtr«A« lnn«c City ••••••••••• | 

12.9 -11.1* .B«t.c*Ri« Rttc«l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• j 

• 1.9 -0.1 ~"'''Sii«ll City •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••^ 

«.« -1.6 HftAian City • I 

M.7 0.6 R«st Of Big City t* 

5i.7 10.6* Sttbttcbtn Fcing* ••••••••••••••••••••••••••♦••••••••f«««*««««« 

•7.« ,3.« 9xtCMi« iff Sttbtttb 



26 



ERIC 



41304 

At what tim« are th« cartoons ahown? 
73.0% t^-^ /P-m. 
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Nat* I I 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

.17.1% 

58. 9« 

8.2% 

2.1% 



How long is the program on channel 6 at 
3:00 p.m.? 



O 30 minutes 
60 minutes 
O 90 minutes 
O 120 minutes 



12.2% 
X.5% 



-I-don*t know. 
NO resE>onse 
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Summary of the five parts 



0.6% Ko response 

7.2% 0 parts correct 
16.3% I part correct 
22.9% 2 parts correct 
23.2% 3 parts correct 
18.9% 4 parts correct 
10.8% S parts correct. 

The exhibit below gives the percentages of the various 
groups responding correctly on all five parts. 
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Exercise 413 — Age 9 

Overlaps: Ages 13, 17 and Adult 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently* 



This exercise asks for a variety of information one might find 
in a TV Guide > On part 41301, 37 % of 9-year-olds were able to 
recognize that the word | Repeat 1 meant that "Children's Variety" 
was being run for at least a second time. On part 41302, 48% 
could tell that if they watched the entire movie, they could not 
also see the entire program about the Sah Diego Zoo. On part 
4 1303 r 44% could tell that no new program was listed on Channel 4 
at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel lasted until 
4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 73% could give the time (2:00 p.m.) 
that the cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 59% could tell that 
the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 minutes. Eleven 
percent of 9-year-olds responded correctly on all five parts. 
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CHAPTER 4 



RESULTS FOR AGE 13 



The 13-year-olds participating in the 1970-71 Reading assess- 
ment were born during the calendar year 1957. About three fourths 
of them were enrolled in the eighth grade at the time of the 
assessment, and most of the remainder were enrolled in the seventh 
grade . 

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the 
Theme 4 exercises, then we indicate those exercises on which the 
group's perfoinnance differs atypically from the group's median 
level. Finally, we present each released exercise and an exhibit 
showjLng the results for each group on that exercise. 

Twenty-six specific effects (behaviors) on reference materials 
are summarized at age 13. Fourteen of these represent released 
exercises and are described in detail. The other 12 behaviors 
represent unreleased exercises to be used in future assessments. 
Exhibit 4-1 shows the distribution of the 26 effects representing 
Theme 4 for each group relative to the national level indicated 
by the fS line. A group's median level is indicated by an arrow 
(^) . Each specific behavior is indicated by a box with an X 
( EJ ) unless it differs atypically from the group's median level; 
then it is represented by an open box ( Q ) . 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be above (+) or tending to be below (-) , or as characteristi- 
cally above (++) or characteristically below ( — ) the national 
level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically 
farther from the national level than is the group's median level 
or (2) atypically closex: to ^ the national level. 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be about the same as the national level (0) , a specific behavior 



^An atypical effect (or behavior) described ajs being closer to 
the national level may be (1) less extreme in the same direction 
as a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur in 
the opposite direction from the national level as the group's 
median level. 
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EXHIBIT 4-lA 
Distribution of Effects for Age 13 



Region 




Color 



f -- 



M C NC 



M 



Median -4.7 
Effect 



2.6 



0.4 



-2.9 



2.0 



3.0 



-16.3 



2.8 
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EXHIBIT 4-lB 
Distribution of Effects for Age 13 



Parental 
Education 



Size and Type of 
Community 




M M OC at BC MC 



Meaian-.13.4 0.8 -7.1 -1.2 -1.5 

Effect 

-5.0 7.2 -4.7 1.0 
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for that group can be atypically high or low relative to the 
group's median level* 



Region 

Southeastern 13-year-olds had a median effect of -4 ,8 and an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
However, their behavior was atypically farther from the national 
level on four parts of the released exercise (R413) regarding the 
TV Guide and on parts of two unreleased exercises (U41803 and 
U41902) regarding a library card: R41302 reguired recognizing 
that they could not watch the entire -zoo program if they watched 
the entire movie because of a time overlap; R41303 required recr 
ognizing that a new program was not listed on Chanm^l 4 at 3:00 
p.m. because a baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; R4i304 reguired 
identifying the time cartoons are shown; R41305 reguired identify- 
ing the length of the program on Channel 6 at 3:30 p.m.; U41803 
reguired recognizing that the book was originally in a foreign 
language; and U41902 reguired determining whether the book was 
illustrated. 

With a median effect of 0.4, Western 13-year-olds had an 
overall behavior that tended to be about the same as the national 
level. However, they performed atypically low on Exercise U41401 
that required recognizing how to obtain long distance information 
from a telephone directory. 

Central and Northeastern 13-year-olds had median effects of 
2.6 and 2.1, respectively. The overall behavior of both groups 
tended to be above the national level. The Central group had no 
atypical behaviors, but the Northeastern group performed atypically 
high on the part of the TV Guide exercise (R41302) regarding the 
overlapping times of a zoo program and movie, and on Exercise 
R42003 that reguired recognizing which of several articles would 
most likely appear in a weekly news magazine. 



Sex 

While boys had a median effect of -2.9 and an overall behavior 
characteristically below the national level, girls had a median 
effect of 3.0 and an overall behavior characteristically above 
the national level. Both boys and girls, I'jwever, had behaviors 
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise U41606 
regarding the use of a newspaper directory. Both groups per- 
formed atypically closer to the national level on Exercise U41801 
that reguired identifying the topic of a book from a library card, 
and on Exercise R42C01 that reguired recognizing that movie 
reviews would be in the cinema section of a weekly news magazine. 
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Color 



While Black IS-year^-olds had a median effect of <-16«3 and 
an overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
White 13-year-olds had a median effect of 2«8 and an overall 
behavior characteristically above the national level. Both groups 
perfoinned atypically closer to the national level on Exercise 
U41901 that required giving the call number from a library card. 
Blacks also performed atypically closer to the national level on 
four other exercises: R408 required recognizing that an encyclo- 
pedia is the best source to find out about windmills; R409 
required recognizing which of several books would not be about 
people; R415 required that a passage on the definition of the 
word ^beat^ most likely came from a collection of essays; and 
R4,2002 asked for the page on which science news could be found in 
a weekly news magazine. 

Both groups had behaviors atypically farther from the national 
level on three exercises: R41303 required recognizing that no 
new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a base- 
ball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; R41304 asked what time the cartoons 
are shown; and U41803 required Identifying from a library card 
that a book had originally been in a foreign language. Blacks 
also performed atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise U41606 regarding the use of a newspaper directory and 
on Exercise U41902 that required determining from a library card 
whether a book is illustrated. Whites also performed atypically 
farther from the national level on Exercise R41301 that required 
recognizing from a TV Guide which program is a rerun and on 
Exercise U41802 that required identifying from a library card 
when the author died. 



Parental Education ^ 

The no high school group had a median effect of -13.4 and an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
However, they performed atypically closer to the national level 
on Exercise U41901 that asked for the call number on a library 
card. They had behaviors atypically farther from the national 
level on four exercises: R41303 that required recognizing that 
no new prograun was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a 
baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; U41606 regarded the use of a 
newspaper directory; U41803 required identifying from a library 



*See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 
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card that a book had originally been in a foreign language; and 
U41902 required determining from a library card whether a book is 
illustrated. 

The some high school group had a median effect of -5«0 and 
an overall behavior that tended to be below the national level. 
However / they performed atypically closer to the national level 
on Exercise R409 that required recognizing which of several books 
would not be about people. Their behavior was atypically farther 
from the national level on four exercises: U41801 asked for the 
topic of a book from a library card; 041802 asked when the author 
died; U41803 required Recognizing ^hat the book had been in a 
foreign language originally; and U41606 regarded using a news- 
paper directory. 

With a median effect of 0.8, the graduated from high school 
group had an overall behavior that tended to be about the same 
as the national level. However, they performed atypically low 
on Exercise U403 that required knowing in which of several sources 
to find the meaning of a given word, and they performed atypically 
high on Exercise U41802 that asked when the author died (library 
card) . 

The post high school group had a median effect of 7.2 and an 
overall behavior characteristically above the national level. 
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on 
four exercises: R41303 required recognizing that no new program 
was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game ran 
until 4:00 p.m.; U41606 regarded the use of a newspaper directory; 
U41803 required identifying from a library card that a book had 
originally been in a foreign language; and U41902 required deter- 
mining from a library card whether a book is illustrated. However, 
their behavior was atypically closer to the national level on 
five exercises: U404 required recognizing which of several 
depicted sources tells the meaning of words; R409 required recog- 
nizing which of several books would not be about people; R411 
required recognizing that in a telephone directory, Jones is listed 
between Johnson and Judson; U41901 asked for the call number from 
a library card; and R42002 asked for the page in a weekly news 
magazine where science news could be found. 



Size and Type of Community ^ 

With a median effect of -7.1, the extreme inner city group 
had an overall behavior characteristically below the national 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the size and type of community groups. 
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level. They performed atypically farther from the national 
level on four exercises: R41303 that required recognizing that 
no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a 
baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; R41304 required recognizing 
what time the cartoons start; U41802 required identifying from a 
library card when the author died; a\nd U41902 required deter- 
mining from a library card whether a book is illu strated. 

Witli a median effect of -4*7, the extreme rural group had an 
overall behavior tending to be below the national level. They 
performed atypically farther from the national level on Exercise 
R41303. 

The small city, medium city and rest of big city groups had 
median effects of -1.2, 1.0 and -1^5, respectively.. All three 
groups had overall behaviors that tended to be about the same as 
the national level. The small city and rest of big city groups 
had no atypical behaviorjs^— zrT-heidnaed ium city group performed 
atypically low on Exercise R406 that required recognizing that the 
index is the best way to find something in a book^ 

With a median effect of 2.8, the suburban fringe group had 
an overall behavior that tended to be above the national level. 
However, they performed atypically high on Exercise R41303. 

The extreme affluent suburb group, had a median effect of 5.7 
and an overall behavior characteristically above the national 
level. Their behavior was atypically farther from the national 
level on four exercises: R406 required recognizing that an index 
is the best way to find something in a book; U41606 regarded 
using a newspaper directory; U41802 required identifying from a 
library card when the author died; and U41902 required determining 
from a library card whether a book is illustrated. 



*** ***. ' *** 



The data for each released exercise representing reference 
materials are presented in the following manner. The npper part 
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then 
the exercise is shown as it appeared to the respondent except 
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of 13-year- 
olds choosing each answer is also shown. 

The exhibit on ±he lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each 
group both tabularly (leftmost: column of figures) and grc.g^.hically 

(horizontal bars) . The_second column of figures on the left 

side of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks 

(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national 
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percentage of success • The effects can also be seen graphically. 
Note the vertical^dashed line descending from the end of the 
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each 
group percentage of success with the national percentage of 
success. 

The right page again gives the exercise number and age level. 
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the 
exercis.e was written and a brief description of the exercise with 
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate. 
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RELEASED EXERCISES 
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Exercise 406 — Age X3 



Kat'l % What it the BEST way to find out if there is some- 

Choosing thing about Eskimos in a book? 



Each Answer 






67.9% 




Look in the index. 


7.9% 




Look in the glossary. 


7.6% 




Look at the title page. 


2^7% 




Look through'all the pages. 


12.8% 




Skim through t!ie introduction. 


0.2% 




I don *t 'know. 


0.9% 




Ko response 
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7S.0 7.1* Post High School 
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-6.5 
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60.1 


-7.6 
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69.1 


1.1 


Small City 


62.0 


-5.9 


lediuji City 
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-2.0 


■ Rest Of Big Citr 


6b. 6 


0.6 


Subarbnn fringe 




16.2- 


Extreme &ff Sabarb 
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Exercise 406 — Age 13 
Overlaps: Age 9 

Objective III: Use what is read, 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



While this exercise asks for the best way to find out if 
there is something about Eskimos (not necessarily as the main 
topic) in a book, the question could be generalized to any 
topic. Sixty-eight percent of 13-year-olds correctly responded, 
"Look in the index." 



V 
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ExtrcUt 408 — Agt 13 

R»«d th« qutttlon and fill in th« oval betidt tht corrtct tntwer. 



Kat*l % 
Choosing 
Each Ansvtr 

2.4% 

€.0% 

89.5% 

0.5% 

1.4% 
0.1% 



Zf you had to tell your class about windmills « which 
of thesa would ba tha BEST book to usa? 



O An atlas 

A dictionary 
An ancyclopedia 
' O Tha Yallow pagas in tha talaphona book 

Z don*t know. 
No rasponsa 



02 3/1 03«xa080l3 R00300nO 
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0.3 
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««0.2 
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••l.l 
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91.3 
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9a. 1 
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"il.O 


1.5 


93.8 






-11.0* 


97. » 


-2.1 
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1.1 
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1.8 


90.9 
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• .9* 



£12 



Southeast 
west 
Central 
loctkaast 



iiala 
Fepala 



Slack 
Hhita 



. Po High school 
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30 



PEICEVTAGE OF SOCCESS 
90 50 60 ' 



70 



90 
♦ 

••T 



•V 



42 



ERIC 



Exercise 408 — Age 13 
Overlaps: Age 9 

Objective III; Use what is read. 

Subobjective C; Obtain information efficiently. 



On this exercise, 13-year-olds had to select the best refer- 
ence sdurce where they might find information about windmills. 
Ninety percent of them correctly said an encyclopedia. 
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Exercise 409 — Age 13 



Read the question and fill in the oval beside the correct answer. 

Nat'l % If xou like books which are NOT about people* which 

Choosing one of the following would you read? 
Each Answer 

3.1% O The Jazz Man 

1,9% CD Johnny Tremaine 

88.0% All about Elephants 

3.7% CD Who's in Charge of Lincoln? 

2.8% CD I don't know. 
0.5% NO response 



TOI 01 3/1 03*(ll09011 RIOOOORO 
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Extreme Aff suburb 
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Exercise 409 — Age 13 



Overlaps: Age 9 

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read. 
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and "read between the lines" where 

necessary. 



Eighty-eight percent of 13-year-olds were able to say that 
if they wanted to read a book NOT about people, they would read 
All about Elephants , 
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Sxtrcite 411 Age 13 



You want to ctll Mr. Jontt on tht telephone. You look in the 
telephone book for hit n\mber. You would find it between which 
niuBet? 



ERIC 



Nat'l t 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

0.2% 

0.8% 

8.8% 

86.3% 

3.0% 



Jackson snd Jacobs 
O Jacobs and Janes 
James snd Johnson 
Johnson snd Judton 
Judson snd Justus 



0.?% 
0»6% 



O X don't know. 
No response 
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83.^ 3.1* SnsLL City 

86.0 0.2 ledi^n City 

79.2 -7.0 Rest Of Mg City 

85.8 .-O.H Sabarban fringe 
88. f .2.4 extreme tff Sabocb 
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Exercise 411 — Age 13 
Overlaps: Age 9 

Objective III: Use what is reaid. 

Subobjective A: Obtain information efficiently. 



Here is an exercise on looking up a name in the telephone 
directory. This particular task requires being able to alpha- 
betize to at least the third letter in the names. Since the 
third and fourth answers divide at the name Johnson, 13-year-olds 
had to recognize that Jon. • .as in Jones comes after Joh«««as in 
Johnson, not ahead of it. Eighty-six percent succeeded, but 9% 
said Jones would be between Jcunnes and Johnson. Apparently they 
did not carry their alphabetization far enough. 
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Cxtrcitt 412 — Agt 13 
(Civ* dictionary to ntudtnt. 

Atk the firBt tMo qu«ttiont and record th« nain pointB of hit 
rctpontet.) 



41301 



ririt Atkt •wh«t ii « dictionary?" ^ 



92.6% 



*(Dictiontryt **A book that tallt you what wordt natn." 

*A book that tallt you how to utc vordt.") 



41303 



78.01 



Than aakt "What doat tha word Mafina* naan?" ** 



**(Oafinai "To 9iva tha maaning of worda," or 
"To tall what tha word maana.") 



(If tha ttudant dafinaa both worda corractly, raad A-E to him and 
racord hit antvtrt« avan if ha cannot do aoma or all of tha taaka. 
Xf ha ctnnuc dafina ona or 'both of the worda* giva him tha dafini- 
tion (a) , uting tha dictionary and ahowing him a word and ita 
dafinition if nacaaaary, than continua with A. 

Xf ha anawara A, aithar corractly or incorractly, continua with 

If ha cannot anawar A, giva Kim tha dafinition (a) onca mora 
and rapaat A. If ha than anawara A, aithar corractly or incor- 
ractly, continua with B*£. If ha atopa working, ancouraga him 
to continua. Zf ha atill cannot anawar A« diacontinua , axplain 
tha aituation in A« and go to tha naxt axarciaa.) 



41303 

Opan tha book to paga IS and tall me any thraa 
97.31 vorda defined on that page.* 

3. 



41304 



91.41 

4130S 



97.91 

41306 



93.31 
41307 



95.01 



Tell me the laat word defined in the "P" aection. 

J. 



Tell me the number of the laat page in the 
dictionary. 



Tell me the number of the page on which you can 
find out what the word "bake" meant. 



Tell me the word which it defined jutt before the 
word "houte" and tha word which it defined jutt 
after the word "houte." 

Jutt before A^^^^^^ 

Jutt after f*^^^ 
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83.81 All five partt correct (41303-07) 
• other Acceptable Wordt 

all around, alltpice, allude, allure, allution, ally, 
aluminum, alma mater, almanac, almighty, almond, almott, 
almt, alma houte, aloe, aloft, aloha, along, alongtide, 
aloof, aloud, alp, alpaca, alpha, alphabet 
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Exercise 412 — Age 13 

Overlaps: Ages 9, 17 and Adult 

Objective ill: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



For this exercise, 13-year-olds were given an actual diction- 
ary and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On 
part 41203, 97| could give at least three words listed on page 15. 
On part'^tfTTW , 91% could give the last word (python) defined in 
the "P" section. On part 41205, 98% could give the number of 
the last page in the book. On part 41206, 93% could give the 
number of the page where they could find out what the word "bake" 
means. On part 41207, 95% could give the words defined just 
before and just after "house.". Eighty-three percent were correct 
on all five parts (41208). The exhibit on the opposite page 
pertains to the percentages of 13-year-olds in the various groups 
who were correct on all five parts. 
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r<v *eiM 41) Af« n 



(Civ* tlM sttt^*!)! • copy df Om TV •chtdiiltt* And My to hia# 
*M«ro it part of • TV «itid« you aif ht find in • amptptr* Attor 
you hky rMd it, Z will «tk you mm sv^stio;.* ftbeat it* You 
My look ot tho oclMtfttlo Mny tiaot «• it ii^otMry to mimot 
tho qttostiont**) 

2tOO p»«^ Ql sopor Nutt - Cartoons 



* ' popular Kstie of local ^roupa* 
(Kaa4 tlw ^attioat to tlia atudoat and racord hia anawara*) 
41)01 

Which prof raa ia bainf run for at iMat a aacond tiJM7 



•Adaptad froM TV Guida ® Natasina, with paniaaion. 
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41302 

Nftt'l % If you watched th« •ntlc« novl«, could you 

Choosing also th* antirs program about tha San 
Each Ansvsr Olego Zoo? 

22.4% O Yas 

72.1% ^ No 

4.4% O Z don't know. 

1.2% No rasponsa 
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4 

ERIC. 



41303 



Why !• there no new program listed on Channel 4 
beginning at 3tO0 p.m.? 

69.0% 



"•02 IS 6/1 01«X«H3030 510300^10 



9 13 17 

miOWIl. fcJlO GSOOP PBHCEillGES OF SUCCESS 
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41304 

At what time are the cartoons shown? 
84.4% /7.>>y7. 
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PESCEVTAGE OP SUCCESS 
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41305 

Nat*l % How loxiq !• th« program on Chann*! 6 •t 

Chooting 3t00 p.m.? 
Each Anavar 

14.8% 30 mintttaa 

60.5% 60 mintttaa 

2.9% 90 mintttaa . 

1.0% 120 mintttaa 

• 14.1% I don*t knotr. 

6.0% No raaponaa 
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41306 SuBdBAry of tht five p«rts 

0.3% Ho rtsponst 

4.9% 0 parts correct 
'7.2% 1 p«rt correct 
11.3% 2 perts correct 
15.5% 3 parts correct 
26.6% 4 parts correct « 
34.4% 5 parts correct 

The exhi below givei; the percentages of the various' 
groups r« ponding correctly on all five parts. 
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3.8- 



-22. 
-9.5* 
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Exercise 413 — Age 13 

Overlaps: Ages 9^ 17 and Adult 

Objective III: Use what is read* 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise asks for a variety of information one might . 
find in a TV Guide * On par t 41301 ^ 68% of 13-year-olds were able 
to recognize that the word iRepeatl meant that "Children's Variety" 
was being run for at least a second time. On part 41302 ^ 72% 
could tell that if they watched the entire movie^ they could not 
also watch the entire program about the San Diego Zoo. On part 
41303^ 69% could tell that no new program was listed on Channel 4 
at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel lasted until 
4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 84% could give the time (2:00 p.m.) 
that the cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 61% could tell that 
the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 minutes. Thirty-four 
percent of 13-year-olds responded correctly on all five parts 
(^L306). 
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Exercts* 415 — Ag* 13 

Read the paragraph and answer the question which follows It. 
Anv fttt»»pt to label an entire generation Is unrewarding, 
^^:9^J^ ^^^^ ^^^i^ 

young generation has done that continually from early youtn.* 



1 


Hat*l % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 


Where would you MOST lik«ly find this paragraph? 


\ 
} 


13.2% 


Zn the encyclopedia 


\ 


38.7% 


A Zn a collection of essays 


» 


2.0% 


On a sports page 


{ 

k 


36.8% 


CT^ Zn the Dictionary of American Slang 




9.0% 


I don't know. 




0.8% 


No response 



••This Is the Beat Generation,* The Character of Prose , Clellon 
Holmes, reprinted by permission of The New York TUnes. 
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Exercise 415 — Age 13 



^0' erlaps: Age 17 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobjective C: Read paragraphs , passages and longer works. 



This passage discusses the meaning of the word "beat" as 
used in the "beat" generation. Thirty-nine percent of , 13-year- 
olds recognized that the passage would most likely be found in a 
collection of essays. However, nearly as many (37%) thought it 
would be found in the Dictionary of American Slang and 13% thought 
the encyclopedia. 
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ExercU* 420 — Ag* 13 



Read the table of contents from a weekly newa magatlne and anawer 
the queationa which follow it. 



Art 

Booka 

Buaineaa 

Cinema 

Education 

I^w 

Medicine 
Muaic 



54 

62 
71 
81 
3S 
52 
59 
46 



People 

National 

Preaa 

Science . 

Sporta 

Televiaion 

Theater 

World 



37 
11 
66 
51 
60 
45 
64 
24 



Nat*l % 
Chooaing 
Each Anawer 

26.3% 

2.6% 

54.2% 

12.7% 

3.3% 
0.9% 



Under what heading would you look to locate the 
reviewa of a current movie? 



cinema 
Buaineaa 

Theater 
Televiaion 



O Z don*t know. 
No responae 



710 Oft 1/1 oi»-xi»20oio sioaooao 



% or caoDP 



26.3 



19.2 
28.1 
28.7 
29.9 



29.1 
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23.0 



11.1 
19.3 
29.9 
3II.'' 
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12.9 
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42002 



Nat*l % 
Choosing 
EACh Answer 

0.6% 

94.9% 

1.0% ■ 

1.3% 



On which page would /ou find science news? 
O 37 

O 64 
O 81 



1,5% O I don't know. 
0.7% No response 
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42003 

Hat*l I 
Choosing 



Which article vould you be MOST likely to 
£lnd In this loagazlne? 



Each Answer 






12.01 


O 


•The Life of Lou Gehrig* 


2.71 


O 


"HOW to Become a Golf Expert" 


6.81 


O 


"A History of Baseball In Anterlca" 


60.31 




"Outstanding Sports Events of the Week?" 


16.81 


O 


I don*t know. 






Ho response 



no o« A/1 o«''x«2oo3o Rioaoo^o 
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42004 SWMry of th« thr«« partt 

0*3% No r«spont« 

2*9% 0 part* correct 
29.t% I part correct 
49*S% 2 p«rtt correct 
17.6% 3 partt correct 

Th« •xhibit b«loW pertain* to th* p«rc*nt«9** who 
r*tpcnd*d corrtctly on all thr** parts. 
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16,1 -1.1 Crftanttai High sch. I 

25,' 7.6* Post High School ••••••••••••••t«« 

I 





-6.1* 
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11.3 


-•.3 
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21.7 


«.1 






29,? 


11.6* 
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Exercise 420 — Age' 13 

Overlaps: Age 17 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently • 



This exercise presents a taJDle of contents such as might be 
found in a weekly news magazine. On part 42001, 26% of 13-year- 
olds correctly answered that the reviews of a current movie would 
be located in the cinema section. However, 54% said •'Theater*' 
and 13% said "Television It seems likely that most 13-year- 
olds did not know the meaning of "Cinema On part 42002, 95% 
correctly gave the page where they could find the science news. 
On part 42003, 60% correctly stated that, of the titles given, 
they would most likely find "Outstanding Sports Events of the 
Week" in a weekly news magazine • Only 18% of 13-year-olds 
responded correctly on all three parts (42004); 
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CHAPTER 5 



RESULTS FOR AGE 17 



olds ana (2) the™oSi-"-fc£?"-"n-yiii-SL"dr"='"°^" ""^'^ 
m public or orivat** qo»,««iL k year-olds who were not enr- 

completed h^sch^ol e«?y' IS^fftSr^ "'"^^^ 
in the assessment a more baiancS r«^^fL''J''f • t° provide 

olds. The "in-school°"7-vea?-SdrSfr?r-^^i?" °? 17-year- 
ment were born between Octobe? 1 "^^o^^"^ assess- 

About three fourths o? S were'eiroliel^fn^^?''^^' ^^^4. 
at the time of the assessment- nf JJf i eleventh grade 

enrolled in the tenth arfdr^A^ fJ^ ! rem|inder, about half were 

The "out-of-schoo!" 17?5efr-o?ds^f ^^^^^^^ '^rade. 

ment were (1) not enroled in n«hTfo P^^icipated in the assess- 

Theme%'"x4rcLeir?hen Srinlfca??.^""'' 

group's performance d??f:rs S?ypiclnJ°^^^ ^^^^^ 

level. Finally, we present each STIL 5 the group's median 

Showing the re^ilts fo%"e%^\\%°Suror?St'Se%^\?Ie '^''''''^ 

are sS^eTa^^^'^'^/'IS^J^e - -terials 

exercises and are described TnJf 4- ^ ^^P^^esent released 

represent unreJeased SercLes ?o bo\- behaviors 
Exhibit 5-1 shows the disSih«f?^n %''!S*^ assessments. 
Theme 4 for each a^oun^^tfi-^^;?-^!.^?^?^ effects representing 



|These respondents were actually 18-vear-oiri« • , 

in the sample to obtain a larger rep?Isen?atLn ° included 

that one year's difference in ao«^S^?2 ^ deemed 




EXHIBIT 5-lA 
Distribution of Effects for Age 17 



Region 



Sex 



Color 



Be M 



Median -7.4 
Effect 



3.5 



0.2 



NC M 



-1.4 



2.6 



1.4 



r 



-21.6 



2.9 
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unless it differs atypically from the group's median level; then 
it is represented by an open box ( D ) • 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be above (+) or tending to be below (-) , or as characteristi- 
cally above (++) or; characteristically below ( — ) the national 
level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically 
farther'^from the national level than is the group's median level 
or (2) atypically closer to ^ the national level. 

When a group' overall behavior has been described as tending 
to be about the same as the national level (0) , a specific behavior 
for that group can be atypically high or low relative to the- group's 
median lev 1. 



Region 

Southeastern 17-year-olds had a median effect t)f -7.4 and an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. How- 
ever, they performed atypically cl^^ser to the national level on 
Exercise R41208 that required performing a variety of tasks with 
a dictionary, and on Exercise R421 that asked for the pages indi- 
cated in an index that gave information pn earthworms. Their 
behavior was atypically farther from the national level on three 
exercises: R41303 required recognizing from a TV Guide that no 
new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a base- 
ball game runs until 4:00 f .m.; R42001 required recognizing from 
the table of contents of a eekly news magazine that movie reviews 
would be in the cinema section; and R42204 required giving three 
facts about a program listed in a TV Guide . 

With a median effect of 0.2, Western 17-year-olds had an 
overall behavior that tended to be about the same as the national 
level. They had no atypical behaviors. 

Central 17-year-olds had a median effect of 3.5 and an over- 
all behavior characteristically above the national level. They 
performed atypically farther from the national level on Exercise 
U41802 that required recognizing on a library catalog card when 
the author died. They performed atypically closer to the national 
level on Exercise U417 that required recognizing which topic in an 
index comes first in a book. 



^An atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to the 
national level may be (1) less extreme iki the same direction as 
a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur in the 
opposite direction from the national level as the group's median 
Ifevel. 
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Northeastern 17-year-olds had a median effect of 2.5 and had 
an overall behavior tending to be above the national level. Their 
behavior was atypically farther from the national level on Exer- 
cise R42003 that asked which of several articles would most likely 
appear in a weekly news magazine. However ^ they performed atypi- 
cally closer to the national level on Exercise R415 that required 
recognizing that a passage .oh the meaning of "beat" most likely 
came from a collection of essays. 



Sex 

While boys had a median effect of -1.4 and an overall behavior 
characteristically below the national levels girls had a median 
effect of 1.4 and an overall behavior characteristically above the 
national level. However^ both boys and girls performed closer 
to the national level on Exercise U417 that required recognizing 
which topic in an index comes first in the bookf and on Exercise 
U41801 that required determining from a library catalog card the 
.topic oF the book. Both groups performed atypically farther from 
the national level on Exercise R41305 that asked the length of the 
program o n Chann el 6 at 3:00 p.m. and on Exercise U41902 that 
required determining from a library catalog card if a book is 
illustrated. 



Color 

While Black 17-year-olds had a median effect of -21.6 and an 
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
White 17-year-olds had a median effect of 2.9 and an overall .behav- 
ior characteristically above the national level. However, Both 
groups had behaviors atypically closer to the national level on 
four exercises: R41208 required performing se-^eral tasks involving 
a dictionary; U41901 asked for the call ntimber from a library 
catalog card; U42002 required determining from the table of contents 
of a weekly news magazine the page where science .news would be 
found; and R421 required determining from an index the pages on 
which information on earthworms could be found. Blacks also per- 
formed atypically closer to the national level on Exercise R41304 
( TV Guide ) . 

Both groups had behaviors atypically farther from the national 
level on three exercises: U41802 required identifying from a 
library catalog card when the author died; R42001 required recog- 
nizing from the table of contents of a weekly news magazine that 
movie reviews are found in the cinema section; and R42204 asked 
for three facts about a program listed in a TV Guide . Blacks also 
performed atypically farther from the national level on Exercise 
U41606 that required using a newspaper directory. 
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Parental Education^ 



Although the no high school group had a median effect of 
-14.2 and the some high school group had a median effect of -6.5, 
the overall behavior of both groups was characteristically below 
the national level. 

The no high school group performed a typically closer to the 
national level on three exercises: R4 120 8 required performing 
several tasks involving a dictionary; U41901 asked for the call 
number on a library catalog card; and R421 asked for the pages 
indicated by an. index where information on earthwopns could be 
found. Their behavior was atypically farther from the national 
level on four ex<:-rcises: R415 required recognizing that a passage 
on the meaning of "beat" most likely came from a cpllection of 
essays; U41802 required determining from a library catalog card 
when the author died; R42001 required recognizing from a news 
magazine table of contents that movie reviews would be found in 
the cinema se::tion; ' and R42204 asked for three facts about a. 
program listed in a TV Guide. 

The some high school group performed atypically closer to the 
national level on Exercise R41304 ( TV Guide ) that asked what time 
the cartoons are shown. Their behavior was atypically farther 
from the national level on five exercises: 1141606 regarded using 
a newspaper directory; U41802 required identifying from a library 
catalog card when the author died; 041803 required recognizing 
that the book had originally been in a foreign language; R42001 
required recognizing from a news magazine table of contents that 
movie reviews would be in the cinema section; and R42204 asked 
for three facts about a program listed in a TV Guide . 

With a median effect of 0.6, the graduated from high school 
group had an overall behavior tending to be above the national 
level. They had no atypical behaviors. 

The post high school group had a median effect of 6.3 and an 
overall behavior characteristically above the national level. 
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on 
six exercises: R415 required recognizing that a passage on the 
meaning of "beat" was most likely from a collection of essays; 
U41606 regarded the use of a newspaper directory; U41802 required 
identifying from a library catalog card when the author died; 
R42001 required recognizing from a news magazine table of contents 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-Giy) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 
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that movie reviews are in che cinama section; R42003 required 
recognizing which of several articles would most likely appear 
in a news magazine; and R42204 asked for three facts abou^. a pro- 
gram listed in a TV Guide . Their behavior was atypically closer 
to the national level on five exercises : R41208 required several 
tasks involving a dictionary; R41304 required recognizing from a 
TV Guide when the cartoons are shown; U41901 asked, for the call 
nxamber from a library catalog card; R42002 required identifying 
from a news magazine table of contents the page where science 
news could be found; and R421 required identifying from an index 
the pages where information on earthworms could be found. 

Size and Type of Community '* 

With a median effect of -7.8, the extreme inner city group 
had an overall behavior characteristically below the national 
level. Thsy performed atypically farther from the national level 
on Exercise U41801 that asked for the topic of a book from a 
library catalog card and on Exercise R42001 that required recog- 
nizing from a news magazine table of contents that movie reviews 
are in the cinema section. 

The extreme rural and small city groups had median effects 
of -3.4 and -2.4, respectively. The overall behavior of both 
groups tended ^to be below the national level. The extreme rural 
group performed atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise R42204 that asked for three facts about a program listed 
in a TV Guide . The small city group had no atypical behaviors. 

With a median effect of 0.4, the medium city group had an 
overall behavior that te^^ed to be about the same as the national 
level. They had no atyt -,al behaviors. 

Tho rest of big city and suburban fringe groups both had 
median effects of 2.5. The overall behavior of both groups tended 
to be above the national level. Neither group ha<? any atypical 
-behaviors. 

With a median effect of 7.6, the e .reme affluent suburb 
group had an overall behavior characteristically above the national 
level. They performed atypically farther from the national level 
on Exercise R42001 that required recognizing from a news magaz le 
table of contents that movie reviews are in the cinema section. 
However, they performed atypically closer to the national level 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-Giy) 
for definitions o£ the size and type of community groups. 
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on T^xercise R421 that required identifying from an index the pages 
where information on earthworms could be foun^.. 



*** *** *** 

The data for each released exercise representing reference 
materials are presented in the following manner. The upper part 
of the left page shows the exercise nximber and age level. Then • 
the exercise is shown as ^it appeared to the respondent except 
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of 17-year- 
olds choosing each answer is also shown. The size and type of 
community information applies to "in-school" 17-year-olds only 
(labeled "17IS") . 

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each group 
both tabularly (leftmost colximn of figures) and graphically (hori- 
zontal bars) . The second colximn of figures on the left side of 
the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks (*) 
indicating, those that are risliably different from the national 
percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically. 
Note the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the 
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each 
group percentage of success with the national percentage of success. 

The right page again gives the exercise number and age level. 
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the 
exercise was written and a brief description of the exercise with 
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate. 
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RELEASED EXERCISES 
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ExcrcUe 412 —.Age 17 
(Give dictionary to student. 

Aek the first two que at ions and record the main points of his 
responses*) 



41201 



First askt "What is a dictionary?" ^ 



94.7% 



41202 



89.5% 



* (Dictionary: "A book that tells you what words mean." 

"A book that tells you how to use words.") 



Then ask: "Whst does the word 'define* mean?" ** 



••(Define: "To give the meaning of words," or 
"To tell what the word mezms.") 



(If the student defines both words correctly, read A-E to him and 
record his answers, even if he cannot do some or all of the tasks. 
If he cannot define one or both of the words, give him the defini- 
tion (s), using the dictionary and showing him a word and its 
definition if necesssry, then continue with a. 

If he answers A, either correctly or incorrectly, continue with 
B-E. If he cannot answer A, give Klin the definition (s) once more 
and repeat A. If he then answers A, either correctly or^ incor* 
rectly, continue with B-E. If he stops working, encourage him 
to continue. If he still cannot answer A, discontinue , explain 
the situation in A, and go to the next exercise.) 



41203 

Open the book to page 15 and tell me any three 
98.1% words defined on that ?age.^ ^ 

2. /fyy^^^^ /?//^^ 

3. ^///t/f^^rnitf, 

41204 ^ 

Tell me the Aast word defined in the "P* section. 

96.3% ) : 

41205 

Tell re the number of the last page in the 
dictionary. 

99.0% ^SJ? 

41206 

Tell me the number of the page on which you can 
find out what the word "bake^ means. 

97.1% . 

41207 



Tell me the word which is defined just before the 
word "house" and the word which is defined just 
after the word "house." 



Just before 



98.0% 



Just after A.^^ 



41208 

91.8% All five parts correct (41203-07) 
• other Acceptable words 

all around, allspice, allude, allure, allusion, ally, 
aluminum, alma mater, almanac, almighty, almond, almost, 
alms, alms house, aloe, aloft, aloha, along, alongside, 
aloof, aloud, alp, alpaca, alpha, alphabet 



S12 02B 1/2 15«X«12080 B10300B0 



9 13 17 X 



XiTIORiL HKD GBOOP PBRCEMT&GES OP S.DCCESS 



% OP 



6R0DP 



91.8 




90.1 


-1.7 


90.8 


-1.0 


94.9 


3.1* 


90.4 


-1.3 


90.2 


-1.6* 


93.4 


1.6* 


81.9 


-9.9^ 


93.1 


1.3* 


86.8 


-5.0 


86.8 


-4.9^ 


92.5 


0.8 


9e.9 


3.1* 


92.4 




86.6 


-5.8* 


91.7 


-0.7 


92.1 


-0.3 


91.5 


-0.9 


94.0 


1.6 


92.8 


0.4 


96.9 


4.4* 




Hslc 
Pemsle 



Blsck 
Vhite 



Ro High School 
some High School 
Grsdeated High Sch. 
Post High School 

Hmo»U(17IS OXIT) 



30 



PBSCERT&GE OP SDCCESS 
40 50 60 



90 



100 



OP qo ffPffTinT 

Ettreme Inner City 

Bttrene Bsrsl *•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sm*ll City ••••• • « t 

Hedinn City ntwMw% • • • | 

Rest Of Big City » •<-••••» •t* 

sabarbsn fringe •••••••••>•••••••••••••••••••••••♦••••••••••♦•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t 

Bxtceme *ff Ssborb ••••••••••••• •••••••••••♦••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••^••••••••t«« 
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Exercise 412 --^ Age 17 

Overlaps; Ages 9, 13 and Adult ^ 

Objective III^ Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



For this exercise, 17-year-olds were given an actuar^Hiction- 
ary„L.and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On 
part 41203, 98% could give at least three words listed on page 15. 
On part 41204, 96% could give the last word (python) defined in 
the "P" section. On part 41205, 99% could give the number of the 
last page in the book. On part 41206, 97% could give the number 
of the page where they could find out what the word "bake" means. 
On part 41207, 98% could give the words defined just before and 
just after "house." Ninety-two percent were correct on all five 
parts (41208). The exhibit on the opposite page pertains to the 
percentages of 17-year-olds in the various groups who were correct 
on all five parts (regarded as success on this exercise) . 
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Exercise 413 — Age 17 



(Give the student a copy of the TV schedule* and say to hin, 
"Here is part of a TV guide you might find in a newspaper. After 
you have read it, I will ask you some questions about it. You 
may look at the schedule as many times as is necessary to answer 
the questions.*) 

2t00 p.m. O Super Mutt -* Cartoons 



popular music of local groups. 
(Read the questions to the student and record his answers.) 
41301 

Which program is being run for at least a second time? 

83.9% ^AJf^ ^y^^ 

'Adapted from TV Guide Magazine, with permission. 
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9 13 17 » 

VATIOHAL ftXD GROOP PERCEMTAGES OF SOCCESS 



% or GROOP 
83.9 



V&TIONAL 



30 



PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESS 
40 50 60 



70 



60 



90 



76.6 
79.9 
88.6 
87.3 



-7.3* 
-«.0* 
«l.7« 
3.0* 



Southeast 
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central 
northeast 



82.1 
85.7 



-1.8* 
1.8* 



Hale 
Female 



59.2 
87.0 
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3.1* 



Black 
Vhite 



67.8 *16.1* no High School 

78.9 -5.0* Some High School 
82.6 -1.3 Graduated High Sch. 

90.8 6.9* Post High School 

flft.S — nTI0NAL(17lS OIlLt) 

Of qpqpgyiTy 

80. « -4.4 Extreme Inncc City 

82.6 -2.1 Extreme Rural 

84.6 -0.2 small Cit7 

79.9 -4.9* Hedian City 

90.8 6.0* Rest Of Big City 

87.9 3.1 Sabarban Fringe 
88.1 3.3 Extcene Aff S'ubucb 
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41302 

Kat*l % 
Choosinq 
Each Answer 



I£ you watched the entire movie, could you 
also see the entire prograra about the San 
Diego Zoo? 



11.8% CZ> Yes 

64.'?% 9 Ko 

2.6% O I don't know. 

0.8% Ko response 
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41303 



Why im th*r« no ntw pcograr listed on CbJtnn«l 4 
beginning at 3:00 p.m.? 



84.2% Ay^^^ /..¥ir/ 4^\M^,^ 
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4130S 



Choosing 



Each Answer 3i00 p*m*? 



How long is the prograa on Channel 6 at 



9.3% 
69.4% 
1.2% 
0.3% 



O 30 ninutes 

1^ 60 ninutes 

O 90 ninutes 

O 120 ninutes 



13.9% 
S.9% 



O X don't know, 
Ko response 
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4X306 Susnoary o£ the five psrts 

0.2% No response , 

1.3% 0 parts correct 

3.9% I P>rt correct 

5.8% 2 parts correct 

9.8% 3 parts correct 
25.5% 4 parts correct 
53.4% 5 parts correct 

The exhibit below pertains to the percentages of indi- 
viduala in the various groups who were correct on all 
five parte. 
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Exercise 413 — Age 17 



Overlaps: Ages 9, 13 and Adult 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise asks for a variety of information one might 
find in a TV Guide > On pa rt 41301^ 84% of 17-year-olds were able 
to recognize that the word | Repeat | meant that "Children's 
Variety" was being run for at least a second time. On part 
41302, 85% could tell that if they watched the entire movie, they 
could not also watch the entire program about the San Diego Zoo» 
On part 41303, 84% could tell that no new program was listed on 
Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel 
lasted until 4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 92% could give the time 
(2:00 p.m.) that the cartoons are shown. On paurt 41305, 69% 
could tell that the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 min- 
utes. Fifty-three percent of 17-year-olds responded correctly on 
all five parts (41306). 
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Exercise 415 — Age 17 

Read the paragraph and answer the question which follows it. 

Any attempt to label an entire generation is unrewarding, and 



young generation has done that continually fron early youth. 



Kat*l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

4.91 
67.0% 

1.1% 
21.1% 



Where would you HOST likely find this paragraph? 

In the encyclopedia 

in 9 collection of essays 

On a sports page 

In the Dictionary of American Slang 



5.1% 
0.7% 



I don't know. 
No response 



*"This is the Beat Generation," The Character of Prose , Clellon 
Holmes, reprinted by permission of the New xork Times Company. 
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Exercise 415 — Age 17 
overlaps: Age 13 

Objective I: Comprehend what is read* 

Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works* 



This passage discusses the meaning of the word "beat" as 
used in the "beat" generation* Sixty-seven percent of 17-year- 
olds recognized that the passage would most likely be found in a 
collection of essays. However, more than one in every five (21%) 
chose the Dictionary of American Slang ; 5% thought the encyclopedia, 
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Exercise 420 ~ Age 17 



Read the table of contents from a weekly news magazine and answer 
the questions which follow it. 



Art 

Books 

Business 

Cinema 

Education 

Law 

Medicine 
Music 



54 

82 
71 
81 
38 
52 
59 
46 



People 

National 

Press 

Science 

Spoxts 

Televison 

Theater 

World 



37 
11 
66 
51 
60 
45 
64 
7A 



42001 

llat*l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

61.7% 

0.8% 
30.7% 

5.6% 



Under what heading would you look to locate the 
reviews of a current movie? 



O 

o 



Cinema 
Business 
Theater 
Television 



1.1% 
0.2% 



O I don't know., 
do response 
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Kat*l t 
Choosing 
Each Antvec 

0.2% 

95.7% 

0.7% 

0.4% 



On which p«9« would you find science news? 
O 



O 

o 



37 
51 
64 
81 



1.3% 
1.7% 



O I don't know. 
No response 
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42003 

ll«t*l % 

Choosin? 
Each Answer 

7.91 

3.0% 

3.7% 

65.0% 



Which article would you be MOST likely to 
find in this ina9axine7 

O *The Life of tou Gehrig** 

O "How to Become a Golf Expert* 

O *A History of Baseball in America* 

9 "OutsUndin? Sports Events of 'the Week* 



ERIC 



16.6% 
3.6% 



O I don't know. 
Mo response 
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42004 Summary of the three parts 

0.1% No response 

2*5% 0 parts correct 
17*1% I PArt corroct 
35*7% 2 parts correct 
44*6% 3 parts correct 

The exhibit below P'^ctains to the percentages who 
re'^^nded correctly on all three parts* 
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Exercise 420 — Age 17 

'Overlaps: Age 13 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise presents a table of contents such as might be 
found in a weekly news magazine. On part 42001 , 62% of 17-year- 
olds correctly answered that the reviews of a current movie would 
be located in the cinema section. However , r;l% said "Theater" 
and 6% said "Television." It would seem that about one third of 
17-year-olds do not know the meaning of "cinema." On part 42002, 
96% correctly gave the page where they could find the science 
news. On part 42003, 65% correctly stated that, of the titles 
given, they would most likely find "Outstanding Sports Events of 
the Week" in a weekly news magazine. Forty-five percent of 
iL7-year-olds responded correctly on all three parts (42004) . 
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••••••••••••4*»aaaaaaa««« aaaaaaaaaaaa^aaaaaaaaai I 

•••••••aaafaaaaMaa*aa«««aa«aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa*aaaaa|| 

•••••••••••aaaa*«««*«a««aaaaaa« ••••••• aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaf I 

aaaaa*aaaaaa«aa<^aa««a««««a««««aaa««««a«aaaaaaaaa«aaaa«aaaaaaaaaaaaaa«aaa«aaaa«f| 
•aaaa aaaaaaattaaaaaaaaaAAAAAMaa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaf I 

•••••aaaaaaaaa ••aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaoaaaa •••••• aaaaaa I 

•••aaaaaaaaaaaMaaaaaa«««aa«aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa«aa«aaaaaaaa«aaaaaaaaaaaf I 
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,ERIC, 



Exercise 421 — Age 17 



Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise gives a facsimile of a portion of an index * 
from a science book. Ninety-eight percent of 17-year-olds cor- 
rectly gave the pages (195,196), listed under "worms," where they 
would find information about earthwoxrms. 
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ExercUe 422 -- Age 17 

H«r« is part o£ a television viewing guide* you might find in a 
newspaper. Read it and then answer the questions which follow it. 

3i00 p.m. [tI Movie - MVsterV ^ 



42203 



Nat*l % 
Choosing 
Each Answsr 


Whst will Bob Johnston play in the movie? 


6.7% 


O 


Ths sidekick 


2.1% 


O 


The escaped convict 


84.5% 




The master detective 


1.1% 


o 


None of the above 


1.4% 


o 


I don*t know. 


. 4.0% 




No response 


42204 






74.0% All 


three 


parts correct v 



1.1% No response 

*Adspted from TV Guide ® Magazine, with permission. 
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7».0 




58.6 
76.6 
77.7 
79.0 


-15. 3» 
2.6 
3.8 
5.0* 


70.8 
76.7 


-3. 1» 
2.7» 


37.1 
78.1 


-36. 6» 
4.4* 


41.2 
60.7 
73.0 
84.9 


-29.7» 
-13.3* 
-1.0 
11. 0» 


71.7 




59.9 
54.3 
72.4 
80.1 
76.8 
79.4 
85.8 


-14.8* 
-20.4* 
-2.3 
5.4 
2.1 
4.7 
11.1* 
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Exercise 422 « 

— Age 17 

Objective itt. „ 
Subobjective C: ""obJif-^f 

Obtaxn information efficiently. 

centageJ of^?^'^*' °" opposite « 
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CHAPTER 6 



RESULTS FOR YOUNG ADULTS 



The young adults (ages 26-35) participating in the 1970-71 - 
Reading asseslment were born between April 1, 1935, and March 31, 
1945. 

First we describe each group's overall behavior on the 

showing the results for each group on that exercise. 

Q«w«n «!necific effects (behaviors) on reference materials 
released exercises and are aesoribed in detail. ^^^^SesLents. 

!dcanj%"f -^^^^^^^^ ° » rt^!rrUsen«d 

by an open box ( Q ) • 

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tend- 

or (2) atypic ally closer to ' the natxonal level. 

When a group's overall behavior h^^f^j/^f ^|Stv?L 
ran«Sifa!irM2^%^''!^«ra?lvrtfti^^^ 



atypical effect ("-^ behavior) desc^g^ as being |^|r^_ 
the national level may be: <1> ^l«s?^f^"f?® ^" (o) it may occur 
If "thro^p2s??r1ir1ft!rf?L'=S;lTaS^ gU-s 



median level. 




EXHIBIT 6-lA 
Distribution of Effects for Adults 



Region 



Sex Color 



4 



H C NC M r 



M 



Median 
Effect 



-8.1 3.0 -0.6 
1.5 2.5 0.6 



-18.5 



2.3 
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Region 



With a median effect of -8.1^ Southeastern young adults had 
an overall behavior characteristically below the national level* 
They performed atypically farther from the national level on 
Exercise U417 that required recognizing which topic in an index 
comes first in a book* 

The Western, Central and Northeastern young adults had median 
effects of 1.5, 3.0 and 2.5/ respectively. The overall behavior 
of all three groups tended to be above the national level. None 
of the groups had any atypical behaviors. 



Sex 

Men and women had median effects of -0.6 and 0.6, respectively, 
and the overall behavior of both tended to be about the same as 
the national level. However, men performed atypically high and 
women performed atypically low on Exercise U417 that required 
recognizing which topic in an index comes first in a book. 



Color 

Black young adults had a median effect of -18.5 and an over- 
all behavior characteristically below the national level. They 
had no atypical behaviors. 

White young adults had a median effect of 2.3 and an overall 
behavior characteristically above the natipnal level. They had 
no atypical behaviors. 

Parental Education ^ 

With a median effect of -5.4, the no high school group had 
an overall behavior characteristically below the national level. 
They had no atypical behaviors. 

The some high school group had a median effect of -1.7 and 
an overall behavior tending to be below the national level. They 
had no atypical behaviors. 



^See the General Infojnnation Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report C2-GIY) 
for definitions of the parental education groups. 
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The graduated from high school group had a median effect of 
2.8 and an overall behavior that tended to be above the national 
level* They had no atypical behaviors* 

With a. median effect of 7.6, the post high school group had 
an overall behavior characteristically above the national level* 
They had no atypical behaviors* 



Size of Community 

With a median effect of -2.8, the big city group had an 
overall behavior that tended to be below the national level* They 
had no atypical behaviors. 

The small place and medium city groups had median effects of 
-0*2 and -O.l, respectively. The overall behavior of both groups 
tended to be about the same as the national level. Neither group 
had any atypical behaviors. 

With a median effect of 2.2, the urban fringe group had an 
overall behavior that tended to be above the national level. They 
had no atypical behaviors. 



ic ie ie 1c ic * 



The data for each released exercise representing reference 
materials are presented in the following manner. The upper part 
of the left page shows the exercise nvunber and age level. Then 
the exercise is shown as it appeared to the respondent except 
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of young 
adults choosing each answer is also shown. 

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national 
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each 
group both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically 

(horizontal bars) . The second column of figures on the left side 
of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks 

(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national 
percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically. 
Note the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the 
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each 
group percentage of success with the national percentage of success. 



^See the General Information Yearbook , Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY) 
for definitions of the size of community groups. 
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The right page again gives the exercise number and age level 
It also gives the objective and major subobjebtive for which the 
exercise was written and a brief description of the exerdise with 
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate. 
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RELEASED EXERCISES 



Exercise 412 — Adult 

(Give dictionary to student. 

Ask the first t«ro questions and record the main points of his 
responses.) 



41201 



94.2% 



41202 



First askt "What is a dictionary?" ^ 



•(Dictionary: "A book that tells you what words mean." 

"A book that tells you how to use words.") 



Then ask: "What does the wrd 'define* mean?" ^ 



87.5% 



••(Define: "To give the meaning of words," or 
"To" tell what the word means.") 



(If the student defines both words correctly, resd A-E to him and 
record his answers, even if ha cannot do some or all of the tasks. 
If he cannot define one or both of the words, give him the defini- 
tion (s), using the dictionary and showing hin a word and its 
definition if necessary, then continue with A. 

If he answers A, either correctly or incorrectly, continue with 
B-E. If he cannot answer A, g *»« Hm the definition (s) once more* 
and repeat A. If he then ansvf « A, either correctly or incor- 
rectly, continue with B-E. If :. stops working,' encourage him to 
continue. If he still cannot answer A, discontinue , explain the 
situation in A, and go to the next exercise ♦) 



41203 

Open the book to page 15 and tell ma any three 
96.7% words defined on that page.^ 



93.2% 
41205 



1. yfy/^:/^ //^/ /y^^ ^^^-^ffrr'i 

Tell me the last word defined in the 'P* section. 



Tall me the number of the last pege in the 
dictionary. 



98.0% 
41206 



76.9% 



94.7% 



Tell me th& number of the page on which you can 
find out %Mt the word 'bske* means. 



7eU me the word which is defined just before the 
vord "house" and the word which is defined just 
after the word "house." 



Just before 
Just after . 



41208 

86.9% All five parts correct (41203-07) 
• other Acceptable words 

all around, allspice, allude, allure, allusion, ally, 
aluminum, alma matar, almanac, almighty, almond, almost, 
alms, alms house, aloe, aloft, aloha, along, alongside, 
aloof, aloud, alp, alpaca, alpha, alphabet 



*02 OIB 1/2 15*X«I12080 R10300a0 



9 13 17 A 



K&TIONAL AND GSOdP PEBCEMTAGES OF SUCCESS 



% 07 



81.9 
88.2 
8<).9 
86.0 



ett.2 
89.6 



7«I.O 
88. 6 



32.5 
65.2 
89.7 
92.9 



311.1 
86.7 
88.2 
89.2 



GROnP 



-5.0 
1.3 
3.0 

-0.9 



-2.8 
2.6 



-12.9* 
1.7^ 



-1.7 
2.8 
6.0* 



-2.8 
-0.2 
1.3 
2.2 



PESCBITAGE OF SUCCESS 
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£0i25 I 
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I 
I 

msfiiAi-SBfismss ! 

10 High school •••♦•»••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

some High school •••••••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

Graduated High Sch. •*••*••««••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••f** 

Post High school ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!•••• 

I 

ST2E OF COHHUItlTY I 
'^j^-*^^^ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• f 

Small Place ••*••••••«*••••••••>••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••*•••••• I 

nediam City ••••••• ••••••••••••• f« 

Urban Fringe «*••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••!• 
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Exercise 412 — Adult 

Overlaps: Ages 9^ 13 and 17 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



j For this exercise^ young adults were given an actual diction- 

( ary and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On 

part 41203, 97% could give at least three words listed on page 15. 
\ On part 41204 , 93% could give the last word (python) defined in 

1 the "P" section. On part 41205, 98% could give the number of the 

! last page in the book. On part 41206, 97% could give the number 

! of the page where they could find out what the word "bake" means. 

On part 41207, 95% could give the words defined just before and 
just after "house." Eightyseven percent were correct on all five 
parts (41208) . The exhibit on the opposite page pertains to the 
1 percentages of young adults in the various groups who were correct 

I on all five parts (regarded as success on this exercise) . 
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£xtrcit« 413 — Adult 



(Civt tht atudmt • copy of tht TV schtdult* and t«y to hla, 
"Htr* is p«rt of a TV Culdt you night find in a ntwsp«ptr* Afttr 
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I 

sissjiy^gojcgBiii . ! 

10,9 -2,8 Big City ••••••••••••••••••••• •••• I 

''■>,0 1,a small Place 

92, S -1,1 1e«ltim City • I 

9a. 3 0.6 ftban fringe ••••••••••• 
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4I30C SuaMxy of th* five parts 

0.t% No tMpons* 

1.6% 0 parts correct 

2.1% 1 part correct 

2.7% 2 parts corract 

(.0% 3 parts corract 
24.4% 4 parts corract 
62.3% S parts corract 

Tha axhlbit balow partains to tha pttrcantages of young 
idttlts in tha various groups who ansi#arad corractly on 
■11 fiva parts. 



i 
r 

I kOS 128 1/7 15-X»13060 8'>005000 9 13 17 A 

' !IJITX09AL A90 GSOOP P2iCC9TACCS Of SOCCSSS 

4 

PEtCeVTACE OF SOCCSSS 

y»aTA8tE £i9!!£ 

0 10 20 30 «0 SO 60 70 80 

^ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
? 62.1 MTIOlAL t 

* I 

I 

51. S -10.«« Sottthawt •••••••••••••• I 

I 65.2 2.9 wast 

1 6a.5 2.1 centril • • • t** 

f 6a.7 2.» Vocthaist ••f«« 

! 

t Stt I 

6?.» 0.1 R»la •••• • ••t 

;f 67.2 -0.1 r*ii«le •• • 

I 

CO LOU I 
•* 33.7 -23.7« 5Uck | 

65.5 3.1« Bhlta f" 

\ I 

aS.^ -1«.0« ^*^*Ho"*Htg?School | 

5^.9 .O.a Sona High School ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f 

65.a 3.1 cridttitad HigH sch. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f«« 

3 7'».T I7.a« post High. School ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••t«««««««««««««« 

I 

51.7 -3.6 SI?r ^^'"'JJ^city • I 

60.6 -1.7 Swill Placa I 

^ 6».0 1.7 «laaiu» City t* 

i 69.0 6.7* Orbin fringa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••t***** 
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Exercise 413 — Adult 



Overlaps: Ages 9^ 13 and 17 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Sxibobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise asks for a variety of information one might 
find in a TV Guide . On pa rt 41301 y 84% of young adults were able 
to recognize that the word | Repeat! meant that "Children's 
Variety" was being run for at least a second time. On part 
41302 f 88% could tell that if they watched the entire movie ^ they 
could not also watch the entire program about the San Diego Zoo. 
On part 41303 r 89% could tell that no new program was listed on 
Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel 
lasted until 4:00 p.m. On part 41304 ^ 94% could give the time 
(2:00 p.m.) that the cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 80% 
could tell that the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 min- 
utes. Sixty-two percent of young adults responded correctly on 
all five parts (41306J. 
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CHAPTER 7 



AGE COMPARISONS 



Chapters 3-6 have been comparing the percentage of success 
for each group with the national percentage of success within 
each age level s When an exercise has been administered at more 
tnan one age level ^ we can compare the percentage of success for 
a given group at one age level with that group's percentage (s) of 
success at the other age level (s) to determine the percentage 
increase or- percentage decrease between one age level and the next 
higher age level* We can also determine the overall or net per- 
centage increase or percentage decrease between the lowest age 
level and the highest age level when more than two age levels are 
involved* 

We compare the percentages of success for 9, 13 and 17-year- 
olds and young adults (26-35) all obtained at the time of the 
1970-71 assessment* Therefore^ we are not justified in assuming 
that four years later^ the 9-year-olds (for example)^ when they 
are 13-year-olds^ would necessarily attain the same percentages 
of success as the 13-year-olds in the 1970-71 assessment. Like- 
wise^ we are not justified in assuming that four years earlier 
the 13-year-olds f when they were 9-year-olds ^ would have neces- 
sarily attained the same percentages of success as the 9-year- 
olds in the 1970-71 assessment. This is because the experiences 
between age 9 and age 13 could be quite different for the 9-year- 
olds and the 13-year-olds in the 1970-71 assessment. These 
statements generalize to the comparisons we make between any two 
age levels. 

For each exercise^ an exhibit shows the percentage of success 
for each group at the relevant age levels ^ the percentage dif- 
ference between each' ad jacent pair of age levels and (when appli- 
cable) the percentage difference between the lowest age level and 
the highest age level. For example^ look at the Northeast region 
at ages 9, 13, 17 and adult for Exercise 41208. 



Ill 



Age 
Level 



Percentage 
of Success 



Percentage 
Difference 



Northeast 



9 
13 
17 
Ad 



39.7 
84.5 
90.4 
86.0 



9— >13 
13~ >17 
17~>Ad 

9~ >Ad 



44.8 
5.9 
-4.5 
46.3 



We see that the percentage of success for 9-year-olds was 39.7 
and for 13-year-olds was 84.5 with a percentage difference going 
from age 9 to age 13 of 44.8. Likewise^ the percentage of success 
for 17-year-olds was 90.4 with a percentage difference going from 
age 13 to age 17 of 5.9; and the percentage of success for adults 
was 86.0 with a percentage difference going from age 17 to adult 
of -4.5 (a percentage decrease). The net percentage difference 
going from age 9 to adult was 46.3. When a percentage decrease 
occurs^ it is indicated by a minus sign (-) as in the example 
just shown. The bars on the graph portion of the exhibit also 
indicate the percentages of success for the groups at each age 
level. A dashed vertical line descends from the end of each 
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of a 
group's position relative to the national level from age level to 
age level. 

Special note should be made of the White space between the 
end of each bar and the 100% vertical line. This white space 
represents the percentages of individuals who did not succeed on 
an exercise at each age level. This white space or percentage of 
failure must be taken into account when we consider the percent- 
age increase from one age level to the next. Consider the fol- 
lowing examples: 

1. If the percentage of success for a group at age 9 
is 20 and the percentage of success for that group 
at age 13 is 50 ^ the percentage increase is 30. 

On the face of it this seems like a reasonably 
large increase^ but 50% of the 13-year-olds still 
failed. 

2. If the percentage of success for a group at age 9 
is 95 and the percentage of success for that group 
at age 13 is 99.5^ the percentage increase is 4.5. 
On the face of it^ this seems to be a small 
increase. However^ only 5% of the 9-year-olds 
failed f therefore ^ there could not be a large 
increase going to age 13. 

3. An exercise may be extremely difficult for both 
age levels under consideration in which case we 
would expect a small or no percentage increase. 
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Of the released exercises representing reference materials 
four were administered to 9 and 13 -year-olds; six were adminis- 
tered to 9 r 13 and 17-year-olds and young adults; and four were 
administered to 13 and 17-year-olds* 
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Ex«rcif« 406 Agei 9 and 13 

What is the BEST way to find out if ther« is tocMthin? About 
Eskimos in a book? 



Nat'l I 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

Age 9 Age 13 

48.4% 67.91 

10. Ot 7.9% 

20.3% 7.6% 

9.0% 2.6% 

9.3% 12.8% 



9 Look in the index. 
O Look in the glossary. 

Look at the title page. 

Look through all the pages. 

Skin through the introduction. 



2.9% 0.2% O I don't know. 
0.2% 0.9% No response 



106 12 3/1 01*Xil06013 S00300R0 
T12 12 3/1 01*X406013 R00300110 



9 13 
9 13 



R&TIOIIkL MD 6RO0P PEBCEIITA6ES OF SOCCBSS 



AGE 



PERCEmCE 



PBRCEKT&6E 
DIfrEREIICE 



221 





9 


il8,il 






KATIOlfAL 


13 


67.9 


9— >13 


19,5 


Soatheast 


9 


38.0 








13 


63.9 


9— >13 


25.9 


Vest 


9 


49.il 








13 


66.6 


9— >13 


17,2 


Central 


9 


51.3 








13 


69.il 


9— >13 


18. 1 


northeast 


9 


52.9 








13 


71,1 


9— >13 


18.3 


Rale 


9 


il6.6 








13 


65.0 


9— >13 


18.3 


Penale 


9 


50.1 








13 


70.8 


9— >13 


20.7 



10 



20 



30 



PEBCEXTiGE OP SOCCESS 
ilO 50 60 



I 
I 

f 

•t 



70 
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906 12 3/1 01*X«06013 1100300110 
T12 12 3/1 O1*U06O13 100300110 



MmORJiL AMD GBODP PKSCBIinGES OP SDCCBSS 



A6B 



Black 
Vhlt« 



90 High School 
some High school 
Gcadoatvd Ri^h sch. 
Post Blgh School 

SUMffPrTTPI 

or COHBOWITY 

BitrvvM Inn«r city 
ExtcvoM Xaral 
Snail city 
Radian City 
R«st Of Big city 
Sabacban Pclng* 
rxtc«iw Aff SQbarb 



PBSCBIinGB 



ae.D 



PlICBRTAGB 
DlffllBRCB 



13 


67.9 


9— >13 


19.5 


9 


30.4 






13 


50.6 


9— >13 


20.1 


9 


51.8 






13 


70.9 


9— >13 


19.1 


9 


«2.1 






13 


55.5 


9— >13 


13.4 


9 


41.9 






13 


63.6 


9— >13 


21.7 


9 


46.3 






13 


66.8 


9— >13 


20.5 


9 


58.0 






13 


75.0 


9— >13 


17.0 


9 


25.0 






13 


61.4 


9— >13 


36.4 


9 


37.8 






13 


60.3 


9— >13 


22.6 


9 


51.7 






13 


69.1 


9— >13 


17.4 


9 


46.8 






13 


62.0 


9— >13 


15.2 


9 


46.9 






13 


65.9 


9— >13 


19.0 


9 


54.9 






13 


68.6 


9— >13 


13.7 


9 


57.5 






13 


84.2 


9— >13 


26.6 



10 



PEBCBmCB OP SDCCBSS 
40 50 60 



70 



80 



•t 

I 

• t«« 

I 
I 
I 
I 

•t* 
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Exercise 406 — Ages 9 and 13 

Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information, efficiently • 



While this exercise asks for the best way to find out if 
there is something about Eskimos (not necessarily as the main 
topic) in a book, the question could be generalized to any topic. 
Forty-eight percent of 9-year-olds and 68% of 13-year-olds cor- 
rectly responded "Look in the index" — a 20% increase from age 9 
to age 13, This means that more than 30% of 13-year-olds failed 
to demonstrate knowledge about how to find a given topic in a 
book. 
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Exarcite 406 — Aget 9 and 13 



Re«d the question and fill in the oval beside the correct answer. 



Nafl % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 



If you had to tell your class sbout windmills, 
which of these would be the BEST book to use? 



Age 9 Age 13 

5.8% 2.4% O An stlas 

26.2% 6.0% O A dictionsry 

57.4% 89.5% • An encyclopedis 

3.8% 0.5% O the Yellow Pages in the telephone book 

6.2% 1.4% O I don*t know. 

0.5% 0.1% No response 



MO? 03 3/1 03*X((08013 It003001t0 
T13 02 3/1 03*Xll08013 lt00300R0 



9 13 
9 13 



MATIOMAL AHD GBOOP »ICElin6BS OP SOCCESS 



ftGE 



(EBCENT&GE 

or SDCCB SS 



FEBCSmCB 
DlfFEH^IICB 



NXTIOHAL 


9 


57, « 






NATIONAL 


13 


69,5 


9— >13 


32,1 


Sotltbesst 


9 


ft7.6 








13 


69,3 


9— >13 


• 1,7 


vest 


9 


50,4 








13 


67. ft 


9— >13 


37.0 


Centrsl 


9 


62,1 








13 


91, « 


9— >13 


29,3 


Nortbesst 


9 


66,5 








13 


69,8 


9— >13 


23,3 


Hsle 


9 


56,7 








13 


67,6 


9— >13 


30.9 


Perns le 


9 ' 


56,2 








13 


91,2 


9— >13 


33,0 



10 
♦ 



20 



30 



PBBCBIITA6B OP SOCCESS 
50 60 



«0 
♦ 



I 
I 

I 

•I 



70 



90 



100 
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ERIC 



«07 03 3/1 03«X%0e013 R00300I0 9 13 

T13 02 3/1 03*X^08013 K00300K0 9 13 



HATXOITAL A«D QtOQf rtlCEmCES 07 .10CCSSS 



ftGB 



VATZOHAL 
«ATZO«AL 



BItCk 

nit* 



glKITIl iMgWIgg . 
«6 Kic^ School 

Son* Ri9li School 

Ccaataatod Rifh sch* 

rost «i9li School 

9f COHHOPITT 

EitcoM innoc city 
Extcono lurtl 
SMlI City 
Hediiii city 
l«st Of Bi9 City 
Sttborban rrin9o 
EztroM kU Sttbtirb 



rcKCEvncE 



rEKCmAGE 

girriiiggi 



13 


69*S 


9—>13 


32*1 


9 


36«S 






13 


eo«2 


9-->13 


• 3.7 


9 








13 


91*1 


9—>13 


29* « 


9 


«««1 






13 


81*3 


9-->l3 


37*2 


9 


S2«7 






13 


e««i 


9— >13 


3U« 


9 








13 


91*0 


9-->13 


3««« 


9 


7U3 






13 


93«S 


9-->13 


22. « 


9 


39.9 






13 


7I,5 


9-->13 


3I*« 


9 


«9.0 






13 


•7«« 


9— >13 


3I.« 


9 


S1.S 






13 


SS«3 


9— >13 


36«« 


9 


55.» 






13 


90*6 


9— >13 


35.3 


9 


60*3 






13 


91*3 


9— >13 


31*0 


9 


6S.0 






13 


90«9 


9— >13 


25.9 


9 


75.5 






13 


9«.« 


9— >13 


1I.9 



nicEmct Of soccEss 

0 10 20 30 «0 50 «0 70 80 90 
♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

I 

I I 

I t 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

•••••••••••••• • I I 

j t 

••••••••••••••• • f«««««««««« I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i I 

I I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••*****t****** I 

I 
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Exercise 408 — Agas 9 and 13 



Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise asked which of the several reference sources 
listed would be the best to use if one wished to find out about 
windmills. Fifty-seven percent of 9-year-olds and 90% of 13-year- 
olds correctly said an encyclopedia — a 33% increase from age 9 to 
age 13. Of the 10% who failed at age 13, most (6%) said a diction- 
ary, which was a quite popular response at age 9 (26%) . 
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Exerclt* 409 A^ct P and 13 



Mad th« question and fill in th« cval b«eid« th« correct an«v«r. 



Nat* I * 
Choosing 
Each Antv«r 

4.«% 3.1% 

4.1% i.n 

13.3% 11.1% 

1.7% 3.7% 



2f you like books which are i»or about people* which 
one of the following would you read? 



The Ja»« Kan 
Johnny Tremaine 



All about Elephants 

Who*e in Charge of Lincoln? 



S.7% '2.9% O Z don*t know. 
O.S% O.S% Ho response 



non 03 3/1 03*xe09on ItlCOOOltO 
T01 01 3/t 0)*Xe09011 ItldOOORO 



9 13 
9 13 



vATtciiu cftoop revcenTAces or soccess 



rncemcs 





9 


73.3 






«»Tl01IJit 


13 


«6.0 


9-->13 


IS. 6 


Southeast 


9 


66.2 








13 


«6,s 


9— >1J 


20.2 


vest 


9 


73.5 








13 


66.6 


9">13 


13.1 


Central 


9 


72. e 








1) 


«e.« 


9-->13 


15.7 


northeast 




77,5 








U 


69.1 


9—>13 


11.6 


Rale 


9 


71.1 








13 


66.6 


9— >13 


15.5 


re«ale 


9 


75.« 








13 


f(9.6 


9— >13 


ie.1 



10 



20 



30 



reiczMTAce or soccrsb 

«0 50 60 



70 



90 



120 



ERJC 



HOS 03 3/1 03*X409011 B1000090 
T01 01 3/1 03*Z409011 R10000R0 



9 13 
9 13 



MKTIOIIKL AND GBOOP PESCEmGES OF SOCCESS 



KGE 



PSItCEHT&GB 

OF SDCCH SS 



73.3 



PEBC2IIT&GE 
DIFFEBFWCE 



VKTIOHKl 


13 


88.0 


9- 


->13 


14.8 


COtCB 












Black 


9 


58.6 










13 


80.9 


9- 


->13 


22.2 


Vhlte 


9 


75.8 










13 


89.3 


9- 


->13 


13.5 














Ko High school 


9 


63.5 








13 


80.8 


9- 


->13 


17.3 


Some High School 


9 


73.7 








13 


94.0 


9- 


->13 


20.3 


Gradtttted Ri^h sch. 


9 


73.4 








13 


87.4 


9- 


->13 


14.0 


Post Hi9h school 


9 


79.9 








13 


90.3 


9- 


->13 


10.3 














Extreme Inner CitT 


9 


55.1 










13 


84.2 


9- 


->13 


29.1 


Fxtrene Sural 


9 


60.4 










13 


86.0 


9- 


->13 


25.6 


Small Citr 


9 


72.1 










13 


88.0 


9- 


->13 


15.9 


Hedlam City 


9 


75.3 








13 


89.0 


9- 


->13 


13.2 


Best Of Bi9 Citr 


9 


80.5 










13 


87.4 


9- 


->13 


6.9 


Sabarban Fringe 


9 


78.6 








13 


87.0 


9- 


->13 


8.4 


Extreme It* Suburb 


9 


77.5 










13 


93.7 


9- 


->13 


16.3 



20 



PEBCEmGB OF SOCCESS 

40 50 60 70 



80 
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Exercise 409 - 



— Ages 9 and 13 



Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read* 
Siibobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material 

that is read and **read between the lines** where 

necessary. 



Seventythree percent of 9-^year-^oids and 88% of 13-year-olds 
were able to say that if they wanted to read a book NOT about 
people, they would read All about Elephants > This represents a 
percentage increase of 15 from age 9 to age 13. Perhaps those 
who failed at both age levels were confused by the negative 
phrasing of the question. 
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ex»rciM 411 — Ag»» » ind 13 

Tou want to call Hr. Jon»» on th« t»l»phon». »ou look in th» 
t»l«phon« book for hi» n\»b«r. Tou «K>uld find it betwMn which 
nuMS? 



NAt'l t 
Choosing 
tacb Anmr 

Aqa » Aqa 13 

2.1% 0.2% 

3.0% 0.t% 

20.0% •.•% 

(2.5% •(.3% 

3.0% 3.0% 



O Jackson and Jacobs 
O Jacobs and Jaaas 
<^ Jams and Johnson 

Johnson and Judson 
O Judson and Justus 



9.4% 0.3% O I don't know. 
1.2% O.C% Mo rasponsa 



109 00 3/1 
Til 15 3/1 



0««Z«11013 10030010 
0««Z«11013 10030010 



IftTZOK&L &VD GIOOP PEICSmCES OP SOCCESS 



&GE PEICEIT&Ct 

UlU SOCCTSS 



PEICEmCE 



V&TZOV&L 


9 


62.5 






VftTZOI&L 


13 


86.3 


9— >13 


23.8 


Soatkaast 


9 


55.6 








13 


83.9 


9— >13 


28.3 


vast 


9 


59.8 








13 


88.0 


9— >13 


20.1 


cantral 


9 


66.6 








13 


89.0 


9— >13 


22.« 


Hoctkaast 


9 


66.« 








13 


83.7 


9— >13 


17.3 


itala 


9 


S8.2 








13 


8«.l 


9— >13 


25.9 


PMala 


9 


66.6 








13 


08. « 


9— >13 


21.8 



20 



PEicEmcE OP saccess 

30 «0 50 60 



80 



90 



I 

I 
I 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••^••••••••••••••« 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f ••••••••••••***< 



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

I 
I 
I 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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!C0<> 08 
Til 15 



9/1 Oft«X«11019 X00900B0 
9/1 0««X»11013 &00300S0 



9 13 
9 13 



•lATXOHAL AVD C80DP PEBCCmCSS OP SDCCBSS 



AGP 

Ltnt 



PS9CBVTAGS 
OP SOCCESS 



PBRCpmCB 
CIPUBEWCE 



HJITXOML 


9 


62.5 






MTXOVAL 


13 


86.3 


9— >13 
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Exercise 411 — Ages 9 and 13 



Objective III: Use what- is read. 

Subobjective A: Obtain information efficiently. 



Here is an exercise on looking up a name in a telephone 
directory. This particular task requires being able to alpha- 
betize to at least the third letter in the names. Since the 
third and fourth answers divide at the neune Johnson ^ 9 and 13- 
year-olds had to recognize that Jon... as in Jones comes after 
Joh...as in Johnson^ not ahead of it. Sixty- three percent of 
9-.year-olds and 86% of 13-year-olds succeeded. However ^ 20% of 
9«year-olds and 9% of 13-year-olds said Jones would come between 
James and Johnson. Apparently ^ they did not carry their alpha- 
betization far enough. 
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Sx*rcis« 412 — M*a '> 13. 17 and Mult 
(Civs dictiOMry to student. 

Ask th* first two qusstions and rseord th* luin points of hi« 

rosponsos.) 
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Exercise 412 — Ages 9^ 13^ 17 and Adult 



Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently* 



For this exercise, 9, 13 and 17 -year-olds and young adults 
were given an actual dictionary and then were asked to find a 
number of things in it. On part 41203, 91%, 97%, 98% and ^7% of 
individuals at the respective age levels could give at least 
three words listed on page 15. On part 41204, 53%, 91%, 96% and 
93% of individuals at the respective age levels could give the 
last word (python) defined in the "P" section. On part 41205, 
93%, 98%, 99% and 98% of individuals at the respective age levels 
could give the nxamber of the last page in the book. On part 
41206, 71%, 93%, 97% and 97% of individuals at the respective age 
levels could give the number of the page where they could find out 
what the word "bake" means. ' On part 41207, 65%, 95%, 98% and 
95% of individuals at the respective age levels could give the 
words defined just before and just after "house." At the four 
age levels, respectively, 39%, 83%, 92% and 87% of individuals 
answered all five parts correctly (41208). The exhibit pertains 
to the percentages of 9, 13 and 17-year-olds and young adults in 
the various groups who responded correctly on all five parts. 
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I I I 
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ERIC 



41302 

Ktt*l « 
Choosing 
Bach Antw«r 



Aqa 9 Aga 13 Aga 17 Adult 
41«5« 22«4« ll«l« 9«1« O Y«« 
4I«1« 72«1« I4«7« I7«l« 9 No 



If you w«tch«d tht •ntic* 
movim, coulA you tl«o 
th« entire program about 
th« San Diago Zoo? 



9«S« 4«4I 2.ia 2«2« O X don*t know* 
1«0« 1«2« 0«8« 0«9« No raaponaa 



mi 02 5/1 02«X«13020 K10300K0 

T02 ^1S S/1 02«X«13020 K10300IO 

S06 16 S/1 02*X«13020 XIOSOOKO 

&06 12 S/1 02*X«13020 KIOSOOKO 



9 13 17 & 
9 13 17 & 
9 13 17 & 
9 13 17 & 



H&TIOV&I. &V0 GKODP FtKCnnCSS or SDCC2SS 



&6e 



VATIOni 
VATXOVU 



vmom 



Southeast 



Vast 



Cantral 



Vorthaaat 



flala 



femala 



9r agc«gs 



a6«0 



9IKC2VT&6I 09 SOCCBSS 



13 


72*1 


9— >13 


2««1 


17 


ea«7 


13-->17 


12*6 


&a 


67.6 


17">A4 


3.1 






9-->&d 


39.8 


9 


«1.« 






13 


62*0 


9— >13 


20.6 


17 


7«,0 


13-->17 


12.0 


U 


7B.3 


17">Ad 


«.3 






9">Ad 


36.9 


9 


«7.3 






13 


71, a 


9— >13 


2«.2 


17 




13— >17 


13.1 


&a 


89. « 


17— >»4 


«.8 






9— >»d 


«2.1 


9 


SI. 2 






13 


72.6 


9— >13 


21.7 


17 


66.S 


13— >17 


1S.7 


&d 


91.3 


17— >»d 


2.8 






9— >U 


«0.2 


9 


- S0.« 






13 


61.7 


9— >13 


31.« 


17 


B8.3 


13— >17 


6.6 


U 


89.2 


17— >W 


0.9 






9— >»4 


38.8 



9 


«9.1 






13 


70.1 


9— >13 


21.0 


17 


83.7 


13— >17 


11.6 


&a 


88.7 


17— >»d 


£.0 






9— >»d 


39.6 


9 


96.9 






13 


71.2 


9— >13 


27.. t 


17 


8S.6 


13— >17 


1H^ 


Ad 


87.0 


17— >»d 


1.3 






9— >M 


«0.1 



0 
♦ * 



10 



20 



30 



ao 



so 



60 



I 



70 



90 



100 



I 
I 



•t 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•f 



I 
I 
I 

•f»l 
•f«f 

1 I 
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mi 92 S/1 02«X«13020 K103001IQ 

T02 15 5/1 02«X«13020 K103001IQ 

S06 16 5/1 02«X«13020 K10300KQ 

AOS 12 5/1 02«X«13020 It10300ft0 



9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 A 



KATIOUt AMD GIODP reiceVTAGSS OP SSCCrSS 



AGE petcevnG* 



PEBCSKTAGe 



10 



2Q 



30 



psBcevTAGs OP soccess 

«Q 50 6Q 



VATIOHAl 


9 


46. Q 










)3 


12, 1 


9— >13 


2*. 1 




17 


64.7 


13— >17 


12.6 




Ad 


87.6 


17- 


->Ad 


3. 1 








9- 


•>Ad 


39.8 


going 




36. « 








BUck 


9 










13 


•9.9 


9- 


->13 


13. « 




17 


62.5 


13- 


->17 


12.7 




Ad 


72.1 


17- 


->Ad 


9.6 








9- 


•>Ad 


35.7 


lihltt 


9 


•9.9 










13 


76.7 


9- 


->13 


26.8 




17 


87. S 


13- 


->17 


10.6 




Ad 


90.1 


17- 


->Ad 


2.6 








9- 


->Ad 


• 0.2 














Ho Hi^h School 




• 0.0 










55.5 


9- 


->13 


15. 5 






73.8 


U- 


->17 


18.3 




Ad 


83.2 


17- 


->Ad 


9. • 








9- 


->Ad 


• 3. 2 


Cam* Htith C^Iiaa^ 


9 


•9. 3 








) 3 


70.6 


9- 


->13 


22. 3 






79. • 


13- 


->17 


8.9 




Ad 


85.3 


17- 


->Ad 


5.8 








9- 


->Ad 


36.9 




9 


• 9. • 








13 


7^.0 


9- 


->13 


24. 6 




17 


85.9 


13- 


->17 


12.0 




Ad 


90.6 


17- 


->Ad 


•.6 








9- 


->Ad 


• 1.2 




9 


51. • 








13 


80.6 


9- 


->13 


29.1 




17 


90.3 


13- 


->17 


9.8 




Ad 


95. 0 


17- 


->Ad 


•. 6 








9- 


->Ad 


• 3.5 


^ATZOVAt 


Q 


•8.0 








!IATZO^At 


13 


72.1 


9- 


->13 


2^.1 




17ZS 


85.5 


15- 


->17 


13. • 








9- 


->17 


37.5 
















• 2.1 








cnr«mt Inntr City 


9 








13 


61.3 


9- 


->1J 


19.3 




17IS 


78.3 


13- 


->17 


17*0 








9- 


->17 


36.3 


£xtr«fft Bttriil 


9 


36.7 










13 


58.2 


9- 


->13 


21.5 




1715 


83.7 


13- 


->17 


25.5 








9- 


->17 


•7^0 


Sff«ll City 


9 


•5.2 








13 


68. f 


9- 


->n 






17XS 


82.1- 




->17 










9- 


->17 


37*5 


nedium City 


9 


•5.^ 








13 


7^.2 


9- 


->13 


28.8 




17IS 


82. • 


13- 


->17 


8.2 








9- 


->17 


37.1 


K«5t Of fii9 City 


9 


57.6 










13 


81.2 


9- 


->13 


23.6 




17IS 


90.3 


13- 


->17 


9.0 








9- 


->17 


32.6 


Sabiirb«n Prin9e 


9 


51.7 








13 


78.0 


9- 


->13 


26.3 




17IS 


88.6 


13- 


->17 


10.6 








9- 


->17 


36.9 


%xtr«fi« Aff suburb 


9 


58.6 










13 


77.7 


9- 


->13 


19.1 




r/xs 


9^.0 


13- 


->17 


16.3 



I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 



I 



70 



9— >17 35.^ 



80 



90 



•t 

I 

•f«f 

t I 
I I 
t t 

I i 
I t 
t t 
t t 
t I 
t I 
I I 
t t 



t I 

! I 
t I 
t t 
I { 
t I 
t ) 
•I I 
t I 
I I 
I t 
t t 

t t 
t t 
I I 



t I 
I t 
t I 



1 t 



100 
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4130) 



A<}» » Age 13 
44*01 €9.0% 



Age 17 
84.2% 



Khy it th«re no n«w program 
listed on Channtl 4 bc^in* 
nin9 «t 3:00 p,n,7 




mi 02 6/1 01*X«13030 fl10300K0 

T02 15 6/1 01*X«13030 K10300K0 

$06 16 6/1 01*X«13030 1110300X0 

A06 12 f/1 01*X«13030 It10300ll0 



9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 A 



nftTxoiiAi ADD GKOop psKcmncss OP soccsss 



ACS 

mil 



psxcsmcs 

Of SPCCtSS 



piKcmftss 



HATXOllAt 


9 


««»0 








13 


69*0 


9-->13 


25.0 




17 


6«»2 


13-->17 


15.2 




la 




17-->Ji4 


«.6 








9-->fc4 


««.7 






36*0 






SotttkMtt 


9 








13 


SU6 


9-->13 


1S.7 




17 


70»9 


13-->17 


19.2 






76*1 


17— >I4 


5.2 








9—>l4 


«0»1 


H«St 


9 


39»S 








13 


7«»7 


9—>13 


35.2 




17 


63.2 


13— >17 


• •S 




14 


90.2 


17— >Jid 


7*0 








*— >A4 


SO.I 


C«ntr«l 


9 


«9»7 








13 


75»« 


9— >13 


2S.7 




17 


«9»3 


13— >17 


13.9 






9K6 


17— >*4 


2.3 








9— >A4 


«K9 


yorth««st 


9 


«7»6 








13 


73»« 


9— >13 


2S.8 




17 


69*1 


13— >17 


1S.7 




14 


92*9 


17— >I4 


3.8 








9— >A4 


US. 3 


m 












9 


«3»9 








13 


6«»7 


9— >13 


20.9 




17 


6K2 


13— >17 


16»« 




A4 


06*2 


17— >I4 


7»0 








9— >M 


««»3 




9 


««.2 








13 


73*6 


9— >13 


29*« 




17 


S7»2 


13— >17 


13*6 




14 


69*3 


17— >ld 


2*1 








9— >I4 


«S.1 



10 



20 



pncsKTAGS op socctss 

30 «l so 60 



•0 90 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I I 
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nU 02 «/1 01«X«130)0 KIOIOOIIO 

T02 IS «/1 O1*X«n0)0 11030010 

S0€ U €/1 01*X«n030 mOIOORO 

104 12 </1 01*Z«1)0)0 I10I001I0 



1) 17 & 

19 17 & 

n 17 k 

n 17 & 



fltrxofiL ivD Qioor nicmicts or sccctss 



I6t 



?ttcmict 



rttctmet 
PirmtKt 



10 



20 



30 



KRCtatlCt Of socctss 
•0 so iO 



70 



fO 



HftTIOVftL 


1 


••*0 






tarxopii 


19 




9-->19 


2S*0 


narxoiii 


17 


M*2 


19-->17 


1S*2 


narxout 


ki 


•••• 


17-->a« 










9->l« 


• ••7 




9 


2«*C 






19 


• 1*2 


9->19 


12*9 




17 


€1*9 


13-->17 


20*4 




14 


70*2 


17-->l« 










9->U 


•1*9 




f 


•7*0 








19 


7«.7 


9-->l3 


27.7 




IT 


•7*2 


19— >17 


12*« 




l« 


91*0 


17— >l« 


9*9 








9->l« 


•«*0 



«0 Nlfll SChfOl 



SOM Rl9h Sckool 



Cr«4MU4 Rifli Sell* 



ro«t mill sckooi 



flftTXOIIL 
flftTXOIIL 



HftTXOIIt 



estr«M Xnn«r City 



rttrtn* lurtl 

SMII Citf 

t««t Of tif citr 



9 


22* J 






IS 


•2.7 


9-->13 


20.1 


17 


to. 7 


13-->17 


23.9 


It 


• 9.9 


17— >U 


U.7 






9->U 


«1.0 


9 


«S.9 






19 


Sl.^ 


9->l3 


13.3 


17 


7«.S 


13— >17 


19.9 




•S.I 


17— >ll 


7.3 




9— >ll 


10. S 


9 


«2.0 






19 


79.0 


«— >13 


31.0 


17 


l«.9 


"13— >17 


13.9 


14 


90.S 


17— >ll 


3.« 






9^->li 


ll.S 


9 


S1.0 






19 


79.9 


9— >13 


21.0 


17 


90.« 


1S->17 


10.« 


14 


91.2 


17->|i 


7«l 






9— >I4 


l«.5 


9 


l«.0 






13 


«9.0 


9->l3 


2S.0 


17X$ 


IS.1 


13— >17 


U.1 






9— >17 


11.1 


9 


91.1 






19 


19.3 


9— >13 


IS. 2 


17XS 


7«.7 


13— >17 


25. S 






9->17 


10.7 


9 


32.9 






19 


l«.S 


9— >13 


13.« 


17XS 


73.9 


13— >17 


27.1 






9— >17 


11.0 


9 


13.9 






19 




9— >13 


22. S 


17XS 


13.1 


13— >17 


U.7 






9— >17 


39.2 


9 


12.1 






19 


70. S 


9->13 


21.1 


17XS 


11. S 


13— >17 


11.0 






9— >17 


39.1 


9 


M.7 






19 


«9.« 


9->l3 


21.9 


17XS 


92.1 


13— >17 


22.1 






9— >17 


17.7 


9 


SI. 7 






13 


19.0 


9->l3 


21.3 


17XS 


90.3 


13— >17 


11.3 






9->l7 


3S.I 


9 


17.1 






19 


12.0 


9— >t3 


31.1 


17XS 


97.1 


13->17 


1S.1 






9->17 


19.7 



•t 

I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I t 

I I 

I I 

I I 



••••••• 



I I 

I i 

I « 

» i 

I I 

I I 

I I 

•I I 

! I 

I * 

I I 

I I 
I 



I III 
•••••••••••••••te************** I I II 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f ••••••••••••••••t*** I I 

••••••• waf^vvf* 

I lit 
•••••••••••••••••••••••'/•••••••t««««« I I I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••#«««*««f«*««««««««««««3«f •••••••• I I 



I 



I 



I I 



I I 
-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••f I 



I I 
••••*••••••«>•••••••••• •••••••••f I 



f 



I I 

•••••••••••••••••••••••^-•••••••f ••••••• I I 

^•••••••f ••••••••••••••••t«««««<'<> I 

n 
I 



I I 

•••••••••^•••••••••••^^••••••••f«tf«««U«t««««««««f«fc ••••••• I 
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41304 

At what time are the cartoons 
Age 9 Age 13 Age 17 Adult shown? 

73.1% 84.4% 92.0% 93.7% ^* &t> p^/Ti. 



mi 02 8/1 01*XII130C|0 R10300S0 

T02 15 8/1 01*X«130«0 R10300R0 

S06 16 8/1 01*Z«130II0 R10300R0 

A06 12 8/1 01*ZII130aO R10300R0 



9 13 17 I 

9 13 17 » 

9 13 17 A 

9 13 17 » 



R&TZOIfAL AMD GRODP PERCERT&GSS OF SUCCESS 



AGE 
lEIEJk 



PEaCERTAGS 



PERCERTAGE 
D^PfERgRCE 



I^EGTOR 



RATIORAL 


9 


73.0 








RATIORAL 


13 


8a. R 


9- 


->13 


11.3 


RATIOKAL 


17 


92.0 


13- 


->17 


7.7 


RATIORAL 


Ad 


93.7 


17- 


->Ad 


1.6 








9- 


->Ad 


20.6 


Southeast 


9 


68.5 










13 


71.7 


9- 


->13 


3.2 




17 


87.7 


13- 


->17 


16.1 




Ad 


86.5 


17- 


->Ad 


-1.2 








9- 


->Ad 


18.0 


west 


9 


70.0 










13 


89. a 


9- 


->13 


19. a 




17 


S9.8 


13- 


->17 


o.a 




Ad 


9a. 3 


17- 


->Ad 


a. 6 








9- 


->Ad 


211.11 


Central 


9 


75.7 










13 


89.9 


9- 


->13 


i«.i 




17 


9a. 7 


13- 


->17 


4.8 




Ad 


9a. 9 


17- 


->Ad 


0.2 








9- 


->Ad 


19.1 


Rortheast 


9 


76.1 










13 


85.8 


9- 


->13 


9.8 




17 


9R.1 


13- 


->17 


8.2 




Ad 


96.6 


17- 


->Ad 


2.6 








9- 


->Ad 


20.6 


Rale 


9 


72.9 










13 


81.3 


9- 


->13 


8. a 




17 


89.9 


13- 


->17 


8.6 




Ad 


93. a 


17- 


->Ad 


3.5 








9- 


->Ad 


20.5 


Female 


9 


73.2 










13 


87.6 


9- 


->13 


la.a 




17 


9a. 2 


13- 


->17 


6.6 




Ad 


9a. 0 


17- 


->Ad 


-0.2 








9- 


->Ad 


20.8 



20 



PESCERTACE OF SOCCBSS 
ao 50 60 



70 



80 



90 



I 
I 

•t* 



•t 

I 

•t*t 



•t*t 



•tM 



I I 
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41305 

Nftt*l % 

Choosing 

Each Answer How long is the program on 

Channel 6 at 3»00 p.m.? 



Age 9 


Age 13 


Age 1' 


Adult 






17.lt 


14.8% 


9.3% 


10.5% 


o 


30 minutes 


58.9% 


60.5% 


69.4% 


80.4% 




60 minutes 


8.2% 


2.9% 


1.2% 


1.9% 


o 


90 minutes 


2.1% 


X.0% 


0.3% 


0.5% 


o 


120 minutes 



12.2% 14.8% 13.9% 5.8% O I don't know. 
1.5% 6.0% 5.9% 0.9% No response 



mi 02 10/1 02*X«13050 910300B0 9 13 i7 & 

T02 15 10/1 02*Xal3050 11030080 9 13 17 & 

S06 16 10/1 02*X%13050 11030010 9 13 17 & 

&06 12 10/1 02*X%13050 R10300S0 9 13 17 & 



I&TIOI&L GIOOP PKIC2VT&G25 OF 50CCES5 



ftGK 



PKICKITftGK 

OF SOCCBSS 



mCKVTKGK 
DIFFtlEWCg 



FKICKtTAGK OF SVCCES5 



20 



H&TIOV&L 


9 


58.9^ 








S&TIOV&L 


13 


60.5 


9- 


->13 


1.6 


H&TIOV&L 


17 


69. « 


13- 


->17 


8.9 


»&TIO»&L 


U 


80.« 


17- 


->« 


11.0 








9- 




21.5 


Soatheast 


9 


57.7 










13 


«9.0 


9- 


->13 


• ..8 




17 


56.9 


13- 


->17 


.'.0 




kd 


76.1 


17- 


•>id 


19.2 








9- 


->ld 


18.« 


vest 


9 


53.7 










13 


65.1 


9- 


->13 


11. « 




17 


0.0 


13- 


->17 


«.9 




&d 


B«.« 


17- 


->id 


1«.« 








9- 


->id 


30.7 


Central 


9 


61.9 










13 


6«.1 


9- 


->13 


2.1 




17 


7«.6 


13- 


->17 


10.6 




U 


79.9 


17- 


->id 


5.2 








9- 


->ld 


17.9 


northeast 


9 


60.5 










13 


63. « 


9- 


->13 


2.9 




17 


72.2 


13- 


->17 


8.8 




kd 


80.e 


17- 


->i(l 


8.1 








9- 


->id 


19.9 


nale 


9 


59.0 










13 


55.6 


9- 


->13 






17 


ISC 9 


13- 


->17 


9.2 






-9 J 8 


17- 


->i(l 


15.0 








9- 


•>&(! 


20.8 


Female 


9 


U.l 










13 


65.8 


9- 


->13 


7.0 




17 


7«.0 


13- 


->17 


8.2 




&d 


81.0 


17- 


->i(l 


7.1 








9- 


->Jid 


22.3 



•t 

I 

•tt 

II 



II 

•tt» 

II 

II 

II 

II 
•II 

II 
•II 



II 
II 



•«•• 

II 

•«• 
•«•• 

•«•• 

II 
•tt 



II 
II 
II 
II 
•tl 
II 

•tt^ 

II 
•tl 



•tt^ 

II 



•t» 

I 
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Nil 02 10/1 O2*X«130S0 K10300R0 

T02 IS 10/1 02«I«130SO R10300K0 

S06 16 10/1 02«I«130SO R10300K0 

&06 12 10/1 02n«130SO ai03001tO 



13 17 & 

13 17 I 

13 17 I 
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Exercise 413 — Ages 9^ 13^ 17 and Adult 



Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise asks for a variety of information one might 
find in a TV Guide , On part 41301, 37%, 68%, 84% and 84% of 
individuals at the res pective age levels were able to recognize 
that the word 1 Repeat | meant that "Children's Variety" was being 
rxan for at least a second time. On part 41302, 48%, 72%, 85% and 
88% of individuals at the respective age levels could tell that 
if they watched the entire movie, they could not also watch the 
entire program about the San Diego Zoo. On part 41303, 44%, 69%, 
84% and 89% of individuals at the respective age levels could tell 
that no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because 
a baseball game on* that chaxmel lasted until 4:00 p.m. On part 
41304, 73%, 84%, 92% and 94% oS individuals at the respective age 
levels could give the *^time (2:00 p.m.) that the cartoons are shown. 
On part 41305, 59%, 61%, 69% and 80% of individuals at the 
respective age levels could tell that the 3:00 p.m. program on 
Channel 6 lasted 60 minutes. 
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Exercise 415 — Ages 13 and 1? 

Read the paragraph and answer the question which follows it. 

Anv Attemot to label an entire Qeneration is unrewarding, and 

young generation has done that continually from early youth. • 



Nat'l % 

Choosing 
Each Answer 

Age 13 Age 17 



Where would you MOST likely find this paragraph? 



13.2% 
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In the encyclopedia 


38.7% 
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In a collection of essays 
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On a sports page 
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21.1% 


O 


In the Dictionary of Anerican Slang 


9.0% 


5.1% 


o 


I don't know. 


0.8% 


0.7% 




No response 



•"This is the Beat Generation," The character of Prose , Clellon 
Holmes, reprinted by permission of the New York Times Cocpany. 
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Exercise 415 — Ages 13 and 17 
Objective I: Comprehend what is read. 

Subobj active C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works* 



This passage discusses the meaning of the word "beat" as 
used in the "beat" generation. Thirty-nine percent of 13-ye^r- 
olds and 67% of 17-year-olds recognized that the passage would 
most likely be found in a collection of essays — a 28% gain from 
age 13 to age 17. At both age levels, most of those who failed 
37% at age 13 and 21% at age 17 — thought it would be found in 
the Dictionary of American Slang . 
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Ex«rcis« 420 — A9«8 13 snd 17 



R«ad the table of content* from s weekly new* magazine and anawer 
the queationa which follow it. 
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42001 

Nat'l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 

Age 13 Age 17 



Under what heading would you look to locate the 
reviewa of a current movie? 
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No response 
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Nat*l % 
Choosing 
Each Answer 



On which page would you find science 
news? 
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Exercise 420 - 



- Ages 13 and 17 



Objective III: Use what is read. 

Subobjective C; Obtain information efficiently. 



This exercise presents a table of contents such as might be 
found in a weekly news magazine. On part 42001, 26% of 13-year- 
olds and 62% of 17-year-olds correctly answered that the reviews 
of a current movie would be located in the cinema section. How- 
ever, 54% of i3-year-olds and 31% of 17-year-olds said "theater." 
On part 42002, 95% of 13-year-olds and 96% of 17-year-olds cor- 
rectly gave the page where they could find the science news. On 
part 42003, 60% of 13-year-olds and 65% of 17-year-olds correctly 
stated that, of the titles given, they would most likely find 
"Outstanding Sports Events of the Week" in a weekly news magazin-. 
This represents a percentage increase of only 5 from age 13 to 
age 17. At both age levels, 17% admitted not knowing the answer. 
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